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Editorial
Summer has arrived. Officially heralded by the Summer Solstice of 

June 21st - and the day chosen for the end of Coronavirus restrictions. 
Although the latter is now deferred by a further 4 weeks, summer will 
continue - joyfully, we hope, come rain or shine, and in the company of 
family and friends, in or outside. It is comforting to see how the village has 
become livelier again - school buses, children going to school - laughter 
and buzzing from the playground - our precious pubs and cafes open - 
the thuds of thrown boules and cheering and banner-waving supporters 
outside the Town Hall as the Boules tournament swings into motion, 
and long awaited events in the planning, including the Annual August 
Horticultural Show and Cinema Club resuming in October. A semblance 
of normality returns. 

Of course, July heralds changes too, particularly the end of the school 
year - an academic year that has been precarious and testing beyond belief 
for our teachers and students alike. Behind the scenes and amongst the 
turmoil, our teachers have been quietly nurturing learning, preparing their 
students for the years ahead, and planning appropriate celebrations to 
acknowledge the years’ achievements. Our Year 6 youngsters will be saying 
their farewells and moving to newer pastures of secondary schools, and 
our older students moving on to their chosen career pathways. We wish 
them all happiness and fulfilment and a more settled year ahead, whilst 
we wish all of our school staff including their supportive and often invisible 
school governors, the peace and freedom of a very well earned vacation.

It seems probable that many families will be unable to ‘holiday’ away 
this year but we are fortunate that Great Bardfield provides amply, areas 
for fun and simple, old-fashioned family activities. What could be better 
than picnicking at Piper’s Meadow, or on the peaceful and pretty banks 
of the River Pant, places known only to locals - where children can safely 
paddle, catch minnows and while away a sunny afternoon, at the same 
time protecting the ecological footprint. (Remember to take your rubbish 
home with you!!!)

Just a reminder that your next Bardfield Times is a double edition 
(August /September) giving our production team a well earned rest too. 
So gather your thoughts and send details of September events to your 
Editor by mid July.

Happy summering! 
Pat Coles
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Mary Dawn Dollimore, 1926-2021

Dawn grew up in 
South London. Both 
her parents died 

by the time she was 5 and 
she was brought up by her 
Aunt Beda. Dawn went to a 
convent school in Norwood 
and then to Hamlet Girls 
School and passed the 
Pitman exam in 1914. She 
worked as a secretary at 
the Blue Circle cement 
factory that was opposite 
St Paul's Cathedral. It was 
Margo, Dawn’s cousin, that 
set her up on the blind 
date that was to change 
her life forever. She introduced her to Trevor Dollimore. They would do 
many things together, including going dancing which they loved. They 
got engaged in 1952. Trevor was in the process of changing jobs and 
relocating, Dawn had been vocal about not wanting to live in Essex as it 
was “too flat!” Soon before they married in 1956, Trevor had taken Dawn 
out driving in the countryside one Sunday and had driven her to Braintree. 
Dawn thought it was very nice and was quite surprised to find that it was 
Essex and this is where they came to live. 

In 1960, they bought a plot of land in Great Bardfield. Being astute, they 
sold off one side of the plot and with the money from the sale they had 
enough money to build their own house. It became known as Odds ‘N 
Ends and still is to this day because it was made out of lots of odds and 
ends. That same year their daughter Anna was born. When Anna started 
primary school Dawn and Trevor joined the school PTA. They got involved 
with all the fetes, the school dances, and Trevor helped to build the school 
swimming pool. Dawn and Trevor both became involved in the Town Hall, 
setting up the badminton club, and, later, The Bardfield Players and Village 
Auctions, and Dawn helped to set up the Annual Arts and Crafts show. 
Later, Dawn became an Avon lady in the early 1970s based at Wethersfield 
Airbase and the surrounding villages. It was a job she loved as she enjoyed 

getting to know people and talking to them. Once Anna had gone to 
secondary school she worked as a dispensary nurse for Mount Chambers 
doctors in Braintree for 15 years. 

Anna remembers growing up and long into adulthood that the family 
home was a party house. Whatever the occasion; birthdays, significant 
events, royal occasions, it was celebrated with a party. Christmases were 
great with Boxing Day being the most famous with an open-door policy, 
everyone was welcome! Dawn just loved to host and give everybody a 
wonderful time with special memories to hold onto. She was definitely 
a party kind of girl. When not busy volunteering, helping others, setting 
up a fete or show or seeing Anna and John, Dawn could be found in her 
garden which she loved. Yellow roses were a particular favourite. 

Dawn retired to care full time for Trevor who had developed 
Parkinson’s. They had help from the C.R.E.A.M.E.R. fund charity and 
Dawn was passionate about wanting to give back to them by becoming 
involved with fund raising and helping out. If you came to the surgery 
when she worked there and there was a C.R.E.A.M.E.R. raffle, no one could 
get through the door without buying a raffle ticket from Dawn! She was 
devastated when her beloved Trevor passed away in 2001. It took a while 
for Dawn and Anna to decide what to do with his ashes as they had been 
moved around the house including being an indoor doorstop. Eventually 
Anna and Dawn took them down to the Watermill and sprinkled him in 
the river. Dawn’s quip, as she had a good sense of humour, was to say that 
she was no longer going to eat Trout!

Sadly, a stroke caused Dawn to have short term memory loss. It became 
more apparent when Anna held a big birthday party four years ago for her 
Mum's 90th birthday. That Saturday the whole house had been decorated 
with banners, Anna had done all the food and lots of people had visited 
and had a wonderful time. When Anna arrived the next day to see her 
Mum, Dawn asked her why all the banners were up. Anna told her it had 
been for her birthday party the day before. She asked Anna “Did I have a 
nice time?” Anna told her she had and knew in her heart that this was the 
onset of dementia. 

Dawn was able to go on living in her home in Great Bardfield for 
the next four years and, after being admitted to hospital passed away 
peacefully and privately. Dawn will be remembered most for her kind 
heart and all she did for others and for the village. It’s clear that she will be 
missed greatly.
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Great Bardfield Parish Council report
Year End Accounts and Audit/Foundation Level Reaccreditation
The annual accounts, statements and reports for 2020/21 have been 
audited and accepted. These are now available to view by the public on 
the Parish Council website: www.greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk All policies and 
documentation required for the continued accreditation of the Parish 
Council at Foundation level have been updated and accepted. These 
have also been published on the Parish Council website. These need to be 
reviewed and updated at least every three years.

Roadworks and closures
Gigaclear have undertaken some of the planned works in the village 

with more to come. There are also proposed works by Anglia Water and 
Essex Highways (for drainage repairs). We are expecting road closures 
or traffic light controls at various locations during July & August, on a 
rolling programme, affecting High Street, Brook Street, Vine Street, Bell 
Lane, Bridge Street, Braintree Road and Alienor Avenue. At the time of 
this report no revised date had been confirmed for these works and the 
latest information from Gigaclear states “As you know there have been a 
few changes to our permits recently and I just wanted to let you know that 
we are continuing to review our schedule and will update you as soon as 
we have this revised”. You can check the latest information online at www.
essexhighways.org/future-roadworks-map

Considerate Parking
Following our report in the last edition of the Bardfield Times a number 
of residents attended the June Parish Council meeting to raise concerns 
about inconsiderate and dangerous parking around the school during 
drop-off and pick-up. This included parking on village greens, pavements 
and yellow lines, making it difficult for other vehicles, residents and 
pedestrians. The Parish Council have asked the police and the Parking 
Partnership to attend regularly. 

Village Spring Clean/Litter Pick
This took place on the weekend of 12th/13th June. Many thanks to those 
residents, individuals or whole families, that turned up on the Saturday or 
Sunday morning, and to Cllr Paul Kennedy for organising the equipment, 
hi-viz jackets and rubbish bags which were provided by Braintree District 

Council. More than 30 bags of rubbish were collected by the volunteers 
and picked up by BDC Clean Team. As many of the verges are difficult to 
check and clear at this time of year, due to plenty of greenery, we plan 
another event in the autumn. However, the consensus was that the main 
part of the village was generally quite clear of litter.

Street Sweeping Dates
Street sweeping is due to take place throughout the village on the 19th July 
and 19th October. To enable the sweeper vehicle to clear gutters and gullies 
of debris it would be useful if parked cars could be moved on these dates.

Planning Applications and Tree works
Willows, Mill Road: single storey front extension. No objections
Beeches, Braintree Road: the Parish Council has received notification of 
a tree preservation order for a eucalyptus.
Black Gables, Dunmow Road: We await further information from Braintree 
District Council about their investigations into the two newly built properties 
on this site, and variances from the planning permissions granted.

Footpaths
The Footpaths team reported that many local public rights of way needed 
attention, however resources available from the Public Rights of Way team 
at Essex Highways are very stretched and they are unable to provide much 
assistance. The Friends of Flitch Way, a volunteer organisation, offered to 
do some work on one particularly bad stretch in Black Lane, off Dunmow 
Road, and have started this work.

The Village Footpath Map has been reprinted and is now available to 
residents from the Community Information Point (open Thursdays and 
Saturdays 10 – 11am).

Parish Council Meetings
Our next meeting will be held on Monday 11 July at 7pm, in The Town 

Hall. The meeting is open to the public and as we need to ensure a safe 
and socially distanced meeting, please contact the Clerk at least 24 hours 
before the meeting if you wish to attend, on 810111 or by email at clerk@
greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk. 
Carolynne Ruffle
Chair
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THE OLD DAYS with Michael

Another dwelling with quite a story to tell is the old “Chapel” on 
the left as you leave the village on the Dunmow Road. In the early 
1940’s it was an old warehouse type of building and belonged to 

John Aldridge who lived in Place House. He had a friend called Robert 
Graves who wrote books about the old Roman Times. I obtained 2 entitled 
“I Claudius” and “Claudius the God” published by Pelican Books.

He applied to his friend 
for assistance in obtaining 
accommodation in the 
village in the middle of the 
war, and was referred to the 
“Old Chapel”. Between them 
and with the help of a step 
ladder they established a 
basic type of flat on the 
first floor. The newcomer 
settled down in the village 
and found his way down to 
my Dad’s shop in the High 
Street, where he employed 
a large staff serving 
customers from behind 
several counters, but to the 
consternation of all present 
and absolute confusion of 
my father, Robert Graves 
went behind the counters 
and out to the warehouse 
helping himself to his requirements. News of this occurrence spread far 
and wide and caused quite an upheaval in the district.

I like to think the idea of Tesco self-service stores was born in Great Bardfield!!!
Michael Hitchcock
Editor: This is a lovely, amusing story. The writer and poet Robert Graves was 
one of many well-known people who visited Bardfield to spend time with the 
artists who lived here. Rev. Norman Clift wrote about Graves in this extract 
from his sketch book: Robert Graves, one of his great friends and one who 
spent much time in Place House once told Aldridge that he “was one of the few 

Robert Graves, National Portrait Gallery

painters of the century.” The portrait of Graves by John Aldridge hangs in the 
National Portrait Gallery; though John insisted he was not a portrait painter, 
and therefore decided to treat it as a landscape.’

From Essex Countryside c1970s

Do you recognise these children?
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The Dunmow Farleigh Hospice 

A Dunmow charity shop has transformed itself into a bridal and 
prom shopping destination. 

The Dunmow Farleigh Hospice store will be exclusively 
selling all things wedding and prom related from the 7 June. The 
shop aims to become the place to visit for preloved wedding and 
prom dresses and will be selling a full range of wedding, bridesmaid 
and prom dresses, suits, mother of the bride ensembles, hats and 
shoes in a range of sizes.

Denise Wild, Farleigh Hospice retail area manager said: “Our 
Moulsham Street Bridal pop up shop in 2019 was such a huge success 
that we thought why not create a shop specifically selling bridal and 
prom wear! Our Dunmow store was the ideal local as it’s a beautiful 
shop, and provides the perfect setting to showcase our selection of 
gorgeous dresses and suits. We have a large amount of bridal and 
prom wear in stock as a result of the pandemic, so it makes sense 
to make it available all in one place. From early June, our Dunmow 
store will become the best place to get your bridal and prom wear at 
an affordable price in mid Essex. We will now also only be accepting 
donations of wedding and prom items at this location.” 

The High Street, Dunmow store will be operating an appointment 
only system for people to try on its selection of bridal and prom 
wear, opening from 10 am to 4 pm Wednesdays to Saturdays. 
Appointments can be made by calling 01245 860101. 

Farleigh Hospice has shops across mid Essex. All store proceeds 
go directly towards helping Farleigh Hospice continue to provide 
care and support to those affected by life-limiting illnesses or 
bereavement in the community. 

All of Farleigh’s stores are COVID-19 secure and have the 
appropriate safety measures in place. In line with this, they are only 
accepting donations by appointment only. Please call your chosen 
shop during opening hours to make a donation appointment. 

To find your nearest Farleigh Hospice shop visit http://www.
farleighhospice.org/support/shopswww.farleighhospice.org/
support/shops
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Town Hall Reopens for Bookings

As I sit and write 
this it has just 
been announced 

that “Freedom Day” will 
be delayed by 4 weeks - 
perhaps the title should be 
“Town Hall not happenings! 
In fact, the Hall is now open 
for bookings and subject 
to Covid regulations some 
Groups have already started 
back or are planning to do 
so. Let’s hope in the coming 
months things continue to improve.

As you may be aware 
Carolynne Ruffle has now 
retired from the Town Hall 
Management committee 
and we must take this 
opportunity to thank her 
for all her hard work over 
many years as a committee 
member and Chairperson. 
She will be missed but 
continues in her alter ego as 
Madam Boules.

The Boule competition is now in full swing and many groups have 
enjoyed their games together with a glass of wine (or two).

The Management Committee have embarked on repairs to various 
areas of the Town Hall buildings including the CIP and Caretaker’s Cottage. 
The windows have been repaired and redecoration will be next. Electrical 
improvements have also been made.

Finally, I would remind everyone that the main Town Hall is now 
available for hire and all enquires should be made to Sarah our caretaker at 
sarah.hymas@yahoo.com We hope to make the Bawden and Committee 
Rooms available shortly.
John Maidman, Chair Town Hall Management Committee




__________________________________ 

School Governors Required! 
We are privileged to have our good school at the heart 

of our village community. The Governing Board of 
Great Bardfield School is a committed team of 

volunteers who work together to support the school 
and contribute to its continued success.


We currently have a number of vacancies on the Board 
that we are keen to fill with people from the Bardfield 

community. We would be particularly keen to welcome 
you if you have finance or HR skills, but essentially we 

would be happy to hear from anyone who has the 
time, enthusiasm and a willingness to get involved.


For further details and a chance to chat about what 
the role involves, please contact Jane Tillotson at 

cog@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk


_________________________________
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From the Reverend Dr Robert Beaken
My dear friends,

May I begin with a word of thanks for the many letters, cards, e-mails 
and telephone calls I have received since it was announced that 
because of planned amalgamation of the parishes of Great and 

Little Bardfield with the parishes of Finchingfield, Shalford, Wethersfield 
and Cornish Hall End by the Diocese of Chelmsford, I am to leave the 
Bardfields after nineteen years as your parish priest and move to Catsfield 
and Crowhurst in Sussex. I have been very touched by your many kind and 
thoughtful messages over the past few weeks.

I am to be licensed as Priest-in-Charge of Catsfield and Crowhurst by 
the Right Rev. Dr Martin Warner, Bishop of Chichester, on Monday 13th 

September. It looks as though I shall be moving house towards the end 
of August. I am at present obtaining quotes from removal companies – 
not easy, because of Covid-19 – and I have discovered an awful lot of old 
papers which I must carefully go through before discarding.

May I offer my congratulations to the newly-elected churchwardens: 
Peter Benwell and Keith Farnfield at St Mary’s and Charles Thompson 
and Peter Wood at St Katharine’s. Please hold them in your prayers in the 
coming months. 

It was a very great pleasure to present Thomas and Annabel Walker to 
the Right Rev. Norman Banks, Bishop of Richborough, for Confirmation in 
St Mary’s on 7th June. May I thank everyone who worked so hard to prepare 
the church for this very special and happy occasion.
With my love, prayers and blessing,
Father Robert

Fundraising event for Essex & Herts  
Air Ambulance, hosted by The Bell

Please join us on Thursday 29th July 1pm - 3pm  
in our garden marquee, for ‘a very British Afternoon Tea’ where 
scones, Muffins, tea & coffee will be available free of charge, in 

return for your donations to this great cause. A representative from 
EHAAT will be present, and we shall also host a raffle (raffle prizes 

would be gratefully received) All are welcome 
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Village People – Amelia and Simon Rubbins

I met up with Amelia and Simon on our third try – the first meeting was 
rained off and the second was cancelled because it was Amelia and 
Simon’s only opportunity to visit their new four-day-old nephew. So 

instead of a meeting on a day when their salon, Kitten & Hare, was closed, 
I ended up dragging them out for a chat in between customers. “It’s nice 
to have a breather!” said Amelia when I apologised. “We’ve been so busy!”

Amelia Rubbins (nee Johnson) was born in Chelmsford but arrived in 
Great Bardfield at the age of 11 when her mother, Kate Johnson, moved to 
the village. Amelia spent the rest of her childhood here and grew to love it. 

Always interested in the arts, Amelia specialised in art at school and 
later at college, with the goal of working in makeup prosthetics in the TV 
and film industry. She wasn’t planning to be a hairdresser but of course, 
she had to learn hairdressing as part of makeup: hair is a big part of how 
someone looks. She took a Saturday job at the Toni & Guy salon and 
gradually began to realise that she really enjoyed hairdressing and that 
it gave her the creative outlet she was looking for. She trained formally 
with Toni & Guy in their Tottenham Court Road facility and started work. 

Working alongside her was a young fellow who also hadn’t planned to be 
a hairdresser. Simon Rubbins was a music lover from Chelmsford who was 
fascinated by the larger-than-life fashion associated with rock musicians. 
This fuelled his interest in how people achieved a certain “look” and, again, 
hair was a large element of that. “You wouldn’t want to be in a rock band 
with bad hair!” he laughs.

Both found working at Toni & Guy exciting at first. It was a high-energy 
environment. The salon was a major sponsor of London Fashion Week and 
the two young people were caught up in the momentum of being involved 
with a cutting-edge contributor. They also got to know each other a bit 
better, although they were friends for several years before they became 
romantically involved. They married in Chelsea, and ended up working 
in the Chelmsford salon together. When daughter Kitty came along nine 
years ago, they thought about re-locating to a more rural environment. 
Amelia’s happy memories of Great Bardfield made it the obvious place to 
look, and houses were available at the new development at Castle Shot. 
“We literally adore living here!” says Amelia; and Simon clearly agrees. But 
the contrast between rural living and the fast pace of a big urban salon 
made the couple wonder if they could make a go of running their own 
salon, in their own way. “We thought about it for years, but the timing 
was never right,” remembers Amelia. Then Townsend’s electrical shop, 
next to the school, closed down and suddenly the timing seemed exactly 
right. “We loved the look of the building and the beautiful outlook onto 
the village.” So they enquired, and in April 2021, Kitten & Hare opened its 
doors. “It was scary!” says Simon. But they needn’t have worried. “We’ve 
been flat out the whole time!” says Amelia.

In one sense the timing was unlucky. They were setting up their business 
during the period when the country was in or between lockdowns due 
to Covid-19, and nobody really knew when services such as hairdressing 
were going to be allowed to open. But in another way, it was an advantage. 
“We had time to be thoughtful,” explains Amelia. They were determined to 
be good neighbours. They visited Sue at Selina Louise and explained that 
they were not intending to poach her clients – they wanted to address a 
different part of the market (indeed, many customers followed them from 
the Chelmsford salon). They also wanted their salon to be the opposite 
of many things typical of modern urban hairdressing. They specialise 
in a natural look rather than extravagant hairdos (unless that’s what the 
customer wants, of course!). Their pricing is independent of gender. And 
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they don’t shy away from cutting children’s hair. They don’t go in for the 
“hard sell” either. If their customers are happy, they’ll come back. “We might 
not be everyone’s cup of tea but that’s fine,” is how Amelia puts it. The salon 
name references their daughter Kitty and, of course, hair. Again, it’s not your 
typical salon name. They wanted it to sound like the countryside (both of 
them mentioned their pleasure at seeing hares while out walking). Setting 
up a salon against the backdrop of the Covid-19 lockdown also meant they 
were able to plan for the salon to be Covid-safe from the moment that it 
opened its doors. Their small space is easily ventilated, in nice weather, they 
just leave the door open. There are two rooms, so they can alternate which 
one is in use to allow the other to have “fallow time” between clients. They 
use appropriate PPE, and take lateral-flow Covid tests twice a week.

Amelia and Simon are loving their new life. “It’s a game changer for us,” 
says Simon. Kitty has now been joined by a younger brother, four-year-old 
Rudy; both attend Bardfield School and Amelia and Simon love knowing 
that they are just along the road. They can commute on foot and the “view 
from the office” is hard to beat. They have also really been enjoying meeting 
local people and hearing about their lives. “We even had someone who 
animates cartoons for children’s films,” said Simon. They make a point of 
supporting the village community, with books about the Bardfield artists 
in their seating area, and were very pleased when a client recently asked 
them for recommendations and ended up booking a table at the Bell for 
a meal. The beauty industry doesn’t have a great reputation in terms of 
being good for the planet. It’s a major priority for Amelia and Simon to do 
as much as they can to put that right. They told me with great enthusiasm 
about an organisation called the Green Salon Collective which helps salons 
to be more environmentally friendly. For Amelia and Simon, this is an 
important feature of their enterprise. At Kitten & Hare, all the hair they cut 
gets recycled into hair-booms which are used to clean up oil spills. All their 
hair colour tubes and foil gets recycled, and all their hair care products are 
sustainably produced, plant based and vegan; they are especially proud 
of their refill station, where you can bring your own container and fill it 
with hair care products. Not only does this cut down on packaging, but the 
company which makes the products pledges to plant a tree for every refill. 

Chatting with Amelia and Simon, you can’t help but be caught up in 
their enthusiasm both for their new venture and for the village itself. Long 
may that continue.
Anna Bass
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GREENFINGERS

What pleasure there is in garden visits, gain fresh ideas, 
acquire plant bargains and no mask required! Now I relate 
my serendipitous purchase when visiting a National Garden 

scheme open garden. The NGS cottage garden was packed with 
snowdrops, a delight, so I guess it was the beginning of March 2019 
but it was the neighbour’s plant stall where an unnamed Iris for £1 
came home with me. June 2021, the iris flowered, soft apricot with 
delicate veining, flamboyant next to the blue nepeta. Better still an 
expert neighbour identified it as a Cedric Morris variety. So, who is 
this man? 

He was an artist and in the 1940s lived in a Tudor Manor house near 
Hadleigh, Suffolk - and gardened! Spending winter holidays in sunny 
climes, bringing home plants and breeding irises and I ‘ve got one. The 
house is now empty but frittilaries still thrive in the overgrown grass and 
hopefully Rosa Cedric Morris still blooms in this neglected paradise. But 

wait - it is to be restored and opened by the Garden History Museum for 
us all to enjoy his art and flowers!!

This month’s Jobs
• Split up your irises and replant with their leaves and rhizomes trimmed. 

A watering and a handful of bonemeal will settle them in.

• Wisteria’s straggly strands need cutting off to 4 buds or your house, 
wall or arch will disappear under their over-exuberant new growth!

• Feed your lovely roses and deadhead to keep them blooming.

• Write a lovely reminder for feeding all plants in the summer. Name it 
‘Feeding Friday’ and get out the watering can with half strength feed 
on what day? Friday of course.

Happy gardening.  ❧
Editor: Cedric Morris was a good friend of John Aldridge, both were 

artists who loved gardening. They regularly visited each other’s gardens and 
swapped plants. 

A painting of his irises by Cedric Morris
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Your Heritage and Culture needs you

We have spoken of metal theft 
before, seeing it in many forms i.e. 
the theft of catalytic convertors 

from the exhaust system on cars and 
vans, lead from roofs old and modern 
rural and urban, cabling for utilities such 
as telecommunications and many other 
examples from around us where there are 
valuable metals. This time we are focusing on our heritage and culture 
under threat, and again seeking those extra pairs of eyes to report anything 
that you believe is suspicious. 

The country and our county are full of a wealth of heritage and culture 
each telling a story of our past, some listed others not, some attractive 
and others perhaps not so attractive but each with a story. Our heritage 
and culture have been there for past and present generations to discover, 
enquire, learn from and enjoy and we need to protect it for future 
generations; it’s like a piece of a jigsaw if a piece is missing the picture 
is not complete. A heritage asset cannot be replaced, when it’s gone it’s 

gone, when its damaged it may not able be possible to repair that damage 
satisfactorily and future generations are deprived of it. 
Heritage crime comes in many forms, these are but a few: 
• The theft of lead from a roof and its resultant water damage causing 

catastrophic damage to a church of other heritage building potentially 
also causing the cancellation of a wedding or other function.

• Our heritage buildings, grounds and structures also suffer from the 
theft of paving stones, bricks, and other architectural masonry.

• Monuments and memorials suffer from damage, and theft, often of 
metal plaques bearing the names of events of those recognised.

• Royal mail post boxes many unique and recognised from a specific 
period in time are stolen.

• Burglaries from historic venues and museums like that recently from 
Arundel Castle that stolen including the Gold Rosary Beads carried by 
Mary Queen of Scots at her execution in 1587, many visitors would 
have looked in awe of it and its history within its showcase.

• ‘Nighthawking’ the theft of archaeological material by unlawful metal 
detecting on scheduled monuments.

• Graffiti to heritage structures. 
All these crimes will not only have a detrimental impact on their 

custodians but also on the local community, families, and those from 
further afield. Some locations will be isolated and others may not, some 
may have neighbours, visitors, passer-by’s, dog walkers, horse riders, hikers 
and more; see something suspicious report it to staff where appropriate, 
or the police using 999 if you believe a crime is in progress or 101, online 
or chat if not an emergency. Don’t know where you are use the “What 
Three Words” App https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app/ 
police and other emergency services use it. 

So, what can be done? We can make it more difficult to steal and we 
can make it more difficult to dispose of. 
Making it more difficult to steal or dispose of: 
• Report any suspicious activity: i.e. the car or other vehicle parked up in 

a suspicious manner or seemingly out of place going down that lonely 
lane to an isolated church, unusual activity around a church, heritage 
or other building when it’s not normal especially on a roof, unmarked 
vehicle with people removing a mailbox, unusual activity on a known 
scheduled monument or late evening/night metal detecting. NB – If 
you have planned building work let your neighbours, parishioners, 
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employees know including who they are, what hours they will be 
there and provide an emergency contact number. 

• Make it harder to steal: i.e. reduce access make them walk further 
and into public view especially when protecting buildings and 
their roofs, remove aids to the thief i.e. tools to do the job and 
climbing aids or something to carry their ill-gotten gains away, 
consider an alarm, with lead from roofs especially try and make 
access difficult subject to certain conditions you could use a spiky 
topping around downpipes fencing and roofs. Consider electronic 
security and CCTV.

• Making it harder to dispose of: to start off with if its less attractive its 
less likely to be stolen so appropriate property marking and signage 
may deter. Property marking makes it harder to dispose of, and there is 
something for almost everything from historic artefacts on the seabed 
to catalytic convertor to roofing material to your day to day property. 
NB seek advice and the relevant authorities before marking heritage 
items. An unmarked piece of property can be anonymous when 
stolen, in most cases we don’t know where it came from and therefore 
any prosecution is that much more difficult. A thief will know this and 
therefore anything that ties it back to the owner presents a risk not 
only to the thief but also to the handler, if the handler will not take it 
or it causes difficult questions at a boot fair or other then it’s not worth 
stealing it in the first place. 

• If you are buying a piece of history, heritage stone, architectural 
masonry etc. question its provenance, where it came from, legitimacy 
of the seller, if in doubt report it to Trading Standards or the Police. 

Essex is one of a growing number of counties in the network of 
Heritage Watches, talking to each other, with members helping to protect 
our heritage for this and future generations. Protect your neighbourhood 
by setting up a Neighbourhood Watch, Heritage Watch or Business Watch 
if you have not got one, the signage deters, and many eyes are better than 
one pair

For further advice on heritage crime and crime prevention see: www.
essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ or https://historicengland.org.uk/
advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/ 

For further information on Heritage Watch email: essex.watch.liaison.
officers@essex.police.uk 
Stephen Armson-Smith, Essex Police Heritage Crime Prevention Lead

Flower Festival
St John the Baptist Church
28th-30th August Bank Holiday Weekend

An appeal from St John the Baptist church
Are you having a tidy up? Clearing out a few things?

Please can we ask: Do you have any bric-a-brac?
Items suitable for a tombola prize?

We would love it if you would donate them to us.
Items can be left in the box provided inside the church or 

left at Finchingfield Library on Saturdays.

Can you bake a cake or make a few sausage rolls for us so we  
can offer refreshments over the flower festival weekend? We would 

love to hear from you and be most grateful for your support.

Commemorative Board
We will be including our commemorative board again this year.

Anyone wishing to have a dedication in remembrance of loved ones 
can do so by sending details and donation to: 

Linda Turner 1 Hall Villas Gt Bardfield Braintree Essex CM7 4RY or
Email: linda.turner1@outlook.com or telephone 01371 810542

Cheques made payable to Finchingfield PCC - Thank you.

River of Roses 
Our popular river of roses will also be available for you to  

participate in. For a small donation you can add a rose (provided) 
along with your message and then add these to our display.
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Great Bardfield Horticultural Society
Garden Visits on Tuesday July 6th at 2pm

Since the garden visit to Ulting Wick was such a success earlier this 
year, we have arranged another private garden visit, this time to 2 
gardens. They are approximately a 5 minute drive from each other. 

There will be plants for sale at both gardens.
The gardens are: 

Margot Grice, “Dragon’s”, Boyton Cross, Chelmsford CM1 4LS
This is a garden with year 

round interest. Margot has 
an amazing eye for plant 
combinations. It is a plants 
woman’s ¾ acre garden, 
planted to encourage 
wildlife. Sumptuous colour-
themed borders with 
striking plant combinations, 
featuring specimen plants, 
fernery, clematis and 
grasses. Meandering paths 
lead to ponds, patio, scree garden and small vegetable garden. Two 
summerhouses, one overlooking stream and farmland.
Sheila Chapman, 8, Dene Court, Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1 2JQ

Beautifully maintained 
and designed compact 
garden. Sheila is well-
known RHS gold medal-
winning exhibitor at 
Chelsea (now retired). She 
used to run a specialist 
clematis nursery with over 
800 varieties at Abridge. The 
garden has a circular lawn, 
long pergola and walls 
festooned with roses and 
climbers. Large selection of 
unusual clematis. Densely-
planted colour coordinated 

perennials add interest from May to Sept in this immaculate garden.
Garden was visited by BBC Gardeners’ World in 2020 which was 

repeated recently.
The price of admission will be £12.00 each which will include entry to 

both gardens and include tea and cake. Tea and cake will be at “Dragon’s”. 
If you would like to visit the gardens please pre-book your ticket with 
payment. 

Tickets are available from Linda Prior 811641.
Numbers are limited and priority will be given to BHS members.
We need to know the number of people would like to go ASAP.

Summer Show on Saturday, August 7th in Town Hall
Provided Government regulations allow at the time, we have decided 

to go ahead with planning for the Show which will be slightly different to 
normal times! We have based the schedule on 2020 but have reduced the 
number of classes by about 1/3 to allow the tables to be spread out and to 
allow social distancing. 
• There will be no entry fees and no prize money but we are hoping to 

award the cups etc. 
• We will be taking the entries in a slightly different way so there will be 

no queuing. 
• The number of people in the hall may be restricted at various times.
• There will be a one way system in place.

If you would like a copy of the amended schedule please contact Lynne 
Joyce 810524 or Linda Prior 811641.

We are looking forward to seeing the results of the B.H.S. Summer 
Show Sunflower Challenge for the children. Hope everyone’s plants are 
growing well

Urgenty required: New Treasurer
Sadly for us, Michelle Nixon has moved on to “pastures new”-. We wish 

her, her family, horses, cats and chickens a very happy future in their new 
home in Cumbria. We will miss her contribution to the Society enormously.

If you or if you know anyone who would be interested in taking on the 
Treasurer’s role for us please contact Linda Prior.

For any information about the Society please contact Linda Prior 
811641
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Nature Notes

We have a new kid on the block, as the saying goes, I am led to 
believe ravens have been spotted in the district . Although I 
have not caught sight of one I understand they have been seen. 

If you do have the pleasure of seeing one you will know they are by far 
the biggest member of the crow family. The rook or crow which we all 
recognise has a wing span of 2 feet 6 inches but the raven has a wing span 
of 4 feet 6 inches. In flight it has a diamond shaped tail, it is all black with a 
large black and is bigger than a buzzard. The raven has always been a bird 
of mystery and legend; it has always been said if he ravens leave the Tower 
of London the Tower and the Kingdom will fall, Charles II is thought to 
have been the first king to insist that the ravens of the tower be protected 
after he was warned that the crown and the Tower itself would fall if they 
left. The names of the current ravens at the tower are Jubilee, Harris, Gripp, 
Erin, Poppy and Georgie. Ravens are intelligent birds, each one has its own 
personality; they love entertaining the visitors so they can mimic sounds, 
play games and solve problems. They roam freely round the Tower and are 
looked after by a Raven Master. The public are warned not to approach 
them or feed them as they can be aggressive. The Raven Master does clip 
their wings from time to time so that they don’t fly away but they have 
no need to fly away, they are well cared for and they are clever enough to 
know when they are well off.

Since medieval times the raven has been associated with witches 
and warlocks, black magic and evil deeds. It is not difficult to see why as 
they are very large, all jet black with a very large evil looking black beak 
which looks as though it could inflicted a great deal of damage. They are 
extremely intelligent have amazing eyesight and, like their close relative the 
Jackdaw, can mimic and talk so they would make a very good companion 
and watch dog for the type of witch we remember from childhood stories. 
One can easily imagine a raven flying alongside a witch on her broom stick 
but enough of this or I won’t sleep tonight! 

Ravens breed mostly in the north and west of the UK although they are 
spreading to most other regions. Most birds become resident but some 
juveniles do stray but return to their own territory. They live to a good 
age averaging about 26 years but some much longer. They eat carrion, 
mammals, birds, and eggs, insects and other invertebrates. They will take 
lambs and piglets, they weigh 800-to 1,500 kg and there are thought to 
be 7,400 breeding pairs in the UK. They breed early in the year, Feb-March, 
when both birds build the nest of twigs mostly on ledges and crags but 
sometimes in trees. They lay four to six eggs, the hen bird sits the eggs and 
the male feeds her. Incubation takes three weeks. The chicks are 5-6 weeks 
old before they can fly. They only rear one brood per year. Ravens are the 
world’s largest perching bird.
Mac Beanland



Bardfield Times July 2021 Bardfield Times July 2021

28 29

While we can plan the route to pass through attractive countryside and 
villages, we can’t predict what pleasures nature may have in store: perhaps 
majestic cloud formations, 
the sights and sounds 
of birds, the variety of 
butterflies and insects, the 
scale of badger diggings, 
deer prints, even a glimpse 
of a hare or fox or herd of 
deer. The seasons bring 
changes to trees, crops, 
wayside flowers and fruits. 
With such potential, each 
walk can be an adventure. 
We encourage you to carry 
a camera.
Ken McDonald, Secretary

THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

With school holidays 
approaching and 
more people 

spending time near home, 
I would like to remind you 
of the walk routes that are 
on the Society’s website 
and free to download and 
print. Over the last year or 
so, we have been steadily 
increasing the number of 
recommended routes. We 
now offer more than 75 
routes covering some 400 
miles in total with little repetition. Soon, each of the hundred parishes will 
feature in at least one walk. Most routes have a mixture of countryside and 
town or village. There is a good range of distances, from 1 mile upwards. 
Station walks start and finish at railway stations and all others start and 
finish at a suitable place to park.

Our aim is to help 
residents and visitors to 
easily enjoy the area. The 
routes are planned so as to 
use good paths and quiet 
lanes, and to achieve an 
interesting mix of scenery. 
The descriptions seek to 
ensure that nobody will 
get lost and also to provide 
sufficient information along 
the way to make the outing 
interesting. The area’s 
abundance of public rights 
of way, its gentle natural beauty and wealth of listed buildings make this 
possible. Many walks pass or finish near a pub or tea room, thankfully now 
open again.

Walk 134 – Little Dunmow

Walk 125 – Hatfield Broad Oak

Walk 140 – Shalford

Walk 149 – Clavering
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The children have also been delighted to be back in the swimming pool 
this half term. It has taken a lot of work to recommission it but the water is 
warm and sparkly much to the delight of the children. We are lucky to have 
our brilliant swimming coach back with us teaching the children twice per 
week. It is a wonderful resource for us to have onsite especially now with 
our beautiful new changing rooms which were funded by our parents. 

Our Year 6 pupils are having a fun filled activity week in place of going 
to The Isle of Wight. We will be visiting Southend, Legoland, the cinema 
and Danbury Outdoor Centre. The children will round off the week with a 
pool party and sleepover in school. We will be really sad to say goodbye 
to our fantastic Year 6 at the end of term. We are planning a lovely send 
off for them. 

It has been wonderful to get back to doing some of the traditional and 
important things we love this term. Hopefully, as we move into the new 
school way we will be back to a more normal situation. 
Mrs Kerrell 
Headteacher 

Great Bardfield Primary School 

It was wonderful to welcome everyone back to school 
for the final term of the year. This term is always packed 
full of outdoor learning opportunities and great 

fun! We enjoyed Sports Day (sadly without parents due 
to continuing Covid restrictions) and the children excelled 
themselves. We had sports challenges which were run by our Year 6 pupils 
for the younger children and then traditional races the following day. 
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Advertising Section
PRIVATE TUITION Experienced teacher, CRB checked available for personal 
tutoring towards 11 plus, Common Entrance, Maths, Economics and Business 
Studies up to A level Tel. 07970 942924

WHIST, SOLO, BRIDGE, CANASTA – Play and/or Learn Michael Reid 811856

BEAUTIFUL VILLAGE HOUSE in SW France to rent. Convenient for Bergerac from 
Stansted. 01371 810519 or NEW WEBSITE http://www.numero-treize.com

LUXURY BED AND BREAKFAST at beautiful 16th. Century Bucks House. 

Tel. 01371 810519  www.bucks-house.com or email postonbuckshouse@yahoo.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE IN THE LOIRE VALLEY Sleeps 7-9 adults and well equipped 
for children/babies. Available for summer letting. Contact Coles 07769 259418

ESSEX TREE STUMP GRINDING For all your tree stump removal needs, however 
large or small. https://essextreestumpgrinding.co.uk or (07971) 648879

SINGING LESSONS Adults, Youths, Vocal work: overcoming strain. sherikershaw.
com or sherikershaw@gmail.com
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B u i l d i n g  f u n  m e m o r i e s  a n d  
l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s  f o r  l i f e  w i t h  S c o t t  F o r b e s !

F u n  a n d  C a r e  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  
o f  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  S c o t t  F o r b e s

For more information go to our website:  
https://www.scottforbesfitness.co.uk or call: 07812 020417

Forbesy Litt le  K ick ing Cubs

M y  s o n  h a d  T H E  b e s t  t i m e  o n  S a t u r d a y - s o 

m u c h  f u n !  G r e a t  i d e a  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s .”

Forbesy K ids’ Bir thday Par t ies

" M y  s o n  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  b i r t h d a y.  Fr o m 

s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  i t  wa s  f a n t a s t i c .”

Forbesy K ids’ Camps
“ M y  k i d s  h a v e  n o t  s t o p p e d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a n t a s t i c t i m e  t h e y  h a d  –T h e y  m i s s  i t  a l r e a d y !  T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h 

f o r  t a k i n g  s u c h  g o o d  ca r e  o f  t h e m .”

BARDFIELD  
COUNTRY INTERIORS

The Old Stores, High st, Gt Bardfield CM7 4SP
01371 810110 or 07837 606631

Decorative items for the home 
Hand painted furniture

Stockist for Frenchic Paint

Iron Orchid Design, decorative tranfers,  
stamps and moulds

Little Greene Paint co
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GREAT 
BARDFIELD 
TOWN HALL

Enquiries and bookings to Sarah at sarah.hymas@yahoo.com 

Now open for bookings
Covid-safe environment

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.

Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen  
and catering equipment, sound system with  

hearing loop, free wifi, stage and meeting rooms.

Claire Oldroyd

MSCP; DSA (CSP) Lic. Ac

E: Claire@gbpp.co.uk

T: 01371-810681 / 07971 635584

W: www.gbpp.co.uk

Lyndale, Mill Rd, Great Bardfield, CM7 4QG
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Hair by Lindsey
07921124967

Lindseynathan@hotmail.com 
Experienced stylist 
Cut and blow dry

Colouring and highlights men’s cuts and children 
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Countryside 
s e r v i c e s
oi l  boi lers • heating • tanks

• Servicing
• Commissioning

• Breakdowns
• Oil Tanks

James Yearley M: 07734 801066  
E: countryside.services @hotmail c8896
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CARPENTRY
&

GENERAL
BUILDING

Specialising in all types of carpentry;
doors, floors, stairs, bespoke woodwork,
decking, repairs, outdoor structures and

garage conversions

CHRIS YARROW

For a no obligation quote please contact me:

M: 07872 514 779 

T: 01371 238 005

E: chrisyarrow1976@gmail.com 
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Mercer & Hughes
 Veterinary Surgery

Great Dunmow 
01371 872836

5-6 Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate 
Great Dunmow CM6 1HD

Saffron Walden 
01799 522082
14 Radwinter Road 

Saffron Walden 
Essex CB11 3JB 

24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

Stansted 
 01279 813780 
80 Cambridge Road 

Stansted Mountfitchet 
Essex CM24 8DA

Braintree 
01376 743893 

175 - 179 Church Lane
Bocking Braintree 

Essex CM7 5SG
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CODE: ROE011
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Residential Mortgages
Life Insurance

General Insurance
Business Insurance

Wills & Estate Planning
 

Moving home, re-mortgage, capital raising for home  
improvements, investment property – buy to lets, life &  
general insurance, if you would like any advice or help  

on any aspect of the above please call to speak to  
one of our experienced advisors today.

 

01371 300120
Opening Hours: 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday

 
Gateway House, Freeport Office Village,  

Century Drive, Braintree, Essex CM77 8YG

www.gatewaymortgagesuk.com
info@gatewaymortgagesuk.com
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BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial

MEETING for WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation

and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.
Everyone is welcome to join with us.

Afterwards a chance to chat over Tea or Coffee.
CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING.

Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area
Already used by the WEA, Heart    Song group, the Craft

Market, The Horticultural Society and Bardfield Folk Club.

For information about Sunday Meeting
or to hire the Meeting House contact

Sue Collins and Mike Collins 01371 830457



Great Bardfield Parish
Clerk to the Parish Council

Councillors

Braintree District Council
Councillors Cllr Peter Tattersley

Cllr Vanessa Santomauro
Police

Little Bardfield Parish
Chairman of the Parish Council

Clerk to the Parish Council

Uttlesford District Council
Councillor

Bardfield After School & Breakfast Club
Bardfield Carpet Bowls Club

Bardfield Charities
Bardfield Players

1st Finchingfield Scout Group

Muddogs Youth Football

Gt Bardfield Primary School
Gt Bardfield Pre-School

Gt Bardfield Historical Society
Gt Bardfield Horticultural Society

Parish Priest Great & Little Bardfield
Catholic Priest

Town Hall Bookings
Tuesday Club

Children’s Clinic
Refuse Collections

Mobile Library

Museum and Cage

Community Information Point (CIP)
The Samaritans

clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111
Carolynne Ruffle (Chair) 810986 
Paul Kennedy 810540
Darren Hockley 810836  
Martin Foley Cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk
Lynsi Hayward-Smith 07515 398402 
Janet Dyson 07957 483207 
Iain Graham 07831 595555
01376 552525
Cllr.ptattersley@braintree.gov.uk 07938 930003
Cllr.vsantomauro@braintree.gov.uk 07740 348528
for non-emergency enquiries dial 101
for emergency enquiries dial 999

Andrew Davies davies@farmline.com
Liz Williamson 07866 400607
LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com
Saffron Walden 01799 510510
Cllr George Smith  
Cllrsmith@uttlesford.gov.uk 07896 618944
Pat Moore 07767 413055
Clifford Richardson 810782
Brenda Poston 810519 
Ian Ruffle 810986 
Mark Wells 810447 
mark.2millside@btinternet.com
Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007
www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk
admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk 810252
Kathy King 811580
Marilyn Edwards 810555
Linda Prior 811641
Fr. Robert Beaken 810267
Fr. Richard Rowe 830808
sarah.hymas@yahoo.com
adriennepoulson@btinternet.com 811401
(Finchingfield Freshwell Health Centre) 810328
Gt. Bardfield Tuesdays from 7am, 
L. Bardfield Thursdays from 7am.
Little Bardfield, Styles,  
Thursday 10am fortnightly
Gt Bardfield Town Hall,  
Thursday 11.15am fortnightly
Every Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday from 
Easter to the last Sunday in  
September 2.-5.30pm.
Thurs and Sat 10am – 11.00am 811327
01245 357357

Slow Down by Will Edwards
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