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Ten editions of Bardfield Times are published each year by volunteers from Great 
Bardfield and Little Bardfield parishes.  Articles, letters, etc. for inclusion need to 
be received by the editors by the 14th of the month prior to publication.  The 
management team reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material 
received for publication.  Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily 
those of the management team. 

 Editor: Janet Dyson 
  drjanetdyson@gmail.com 

 Layout designer: Helen McGlynn 
  helenbtlayout@gmail.com 

 Hand written letters Alicia Holmes 
 or articles for typing: Bunbury, Bridge Street, CM7 4SY 

 Advertising: Kate Fox  01371 810111 
  kateandianfox@btopenworld.com 

 Distribution: Ray Coles  07470 992224  
  Mike Brown 07977 929614 
  distribution@bardfieldtimes.com 

 Treasurer: Jackie Newton  01371 810586 
  treasurer@bardfieldtimes.com 

 

Front cover: Lucy Woodcock proudly holding her Horticultural Show 
award. Photo by Liz Crow 
Above: Gorgeous display at the Horticultural Show.  Photo by Doug 
Joyce 



ARTISTS OF GREAT BARDFIELD CliƯord-Smith and Joan Glass 
CliƯord-Smith and Joan 
Glass came to Great 
Bardfield with their sons 
Jonathan and Silas in 
1952. At this time a 
number of artists were 
living in the village and the 
family quickly became 
involved with plans for an 
open house exhibition in 
1954. They rented Buck’s 
House where Joan 
exhibited paintings and 
colourful textile designs, 
and CliƯord showed his 
paintings that summer. 
His work, which suggested 

influences of Picasso and Rouault, was described in a Daily Mail 
review as ‘modern expressionist treatment of the human figure that is 
vigorous, emotional and Mediterranean in feeling’. His paintings 
feature a rich use of paint often put on thickly with a palette knife. It is 
reported that 1,700 people visited the village in 10 days and the artists 
found their work selling well. Other exhibitions took place throughout 
the 1950s attracting increasing numbers of visitors. We have one of 
CliƯord Smith’s paintings which arrived unexpectedly having been 
discovered in a house clearance and was generously brought to Great 
Bardfield. Too large for the Bawden Room the dramatic Red Knight has 
found a place in the village bookshop where it inspires a range of 
responses. There is also a powerful painting by CliƯord Smith in 
Thaxted Church. Silas CliƯord Smith describes the lives of his family 
in Great Bardfield in his fascinating book Under Moonlight. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bardfield Cinema Club 

Great Bardfield Town Hall 
Doors Open 7.30pm         Film Starts 8.00pm 

Members free         Non-members £7 

Friday 10th April 
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Editorial  

e have a very full edition this month with so many exciting 
and varied events planned for the coming weeks. We’ve 
got off to a good start with the recent, highly enjoyable 
Quiz Night organised by the brilliant Pre-school team 

whose excellent catering will be hard to beat. The Horticultural 
Spring Show was a delight attracting record entries from people of 
all ages, The Town Hall was a riot of colourful spring flowers – 
another great team effort. 

This month we look forward to an entertaining and informative 
evening with King Henry VIII organised by the Town Hall 
Committee. There’s fundraising Bingo at Little Bardfield Cricket 
Club in memory of wonderful Charlie Hull. If you’re feeling public 
spirited you could join the village Litter Pick on April 18th, or help 
with the Churchyard Tidy on May 2nd.  And it’s time to polish up 
your boules and start practising for the village Boules competition. 
Never a dull moment! 

I’m taking this opportunity to flag up a special event planned for 
June when, as part of the 700th anniversary celebrations for the 
founding of Clare College Cambridge, the Historical Society will be 
celebrating the life of Elizabeth de Burgh, Lady of Clare who 
brought prosperity to Great Bardfield and in 1369 signed the 
statutes of the college in her home at the Hall, next to the church. 
The Choir of Clare College will be giving a concert in St Mary’s 
Church on Saturday, June 27th at 7.30pm and a memorial plaque 
will be installed in the church. Further details will be available later 
and tickets for this very special event will be on sale in April so 
please save the date. 

Finally, do read Mrs. Crow’s school report on page 10 and see if 
you can supply any of the items needed for ‘The Imagination 
Station’. 
Janet Dyson 
Editor 

W 
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GREAT BARDFIELD 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

THURSDAY 14 MAY 2026 
7.30 pm at Great Bardfield Town Hall 

***** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Representatives of Braintree District Council’s 
Waste Minimisation & Sustainability Team will 

be in attendance to answer your questions  
 

Review of the year in Great Bardfield 

Reports from Village Organisations 

And District and County Members 
 

Join us for a glass of wine at 7.00pm. 
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Great Bardfield Parish Council Report 
Playground Maintenance 
Following our recent safety inspection, we are in the process of having 
maintenance jobs done to some of the play equipment. We thank Mr & 
Mrs Skeet for their very generous help in laying new bark chippings and 
for ensuring the playground area is looking clean and tidy for the coming 
season. We hope you, your children and grandchildren enjoy some fun 
times at the children’s playground in the Spring and Summer. 

Planning Applications 
Great Pitley Farm: Six bay cart lodge (garaging and storage). No 
objections provided the conditions regarding materials and finishes are 
met, as this is adjacent to the Grade 2 listed farmhouse. 
Holly House, Dunmow Road: various internal works and replacement 
windows to the rear of the property. No objections subject to any 
conditions which may be required by the Historic Buildings Officer. 
The Parish Council have submitted a response to the Draft National 
Planning Policy Consultation and will also respond to Braintree District 
Council’s Draft Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation before the deadline 
of 17 April. Any residents who are interested in reviewing BDC’s latest 
plans for development within this District can view these online via the 
Braintree District Council website.  

Tree Work 
A reminder that no tree works should take place during the nesting 
season. Also, any works planned within the Conservation Area of the 
village require permission from Braintree District Council. 

Bin Collections 
A reminder that the new red & blue bins will not come into operation until 
June when I hope we can all keep up with the arrangements. In the 
meantime here are the dates for bin collections in April. 

Wednesday April 8th  Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin 
    Green Bin (for subscribers only) 

Tuesday April 14th   Grey Bin & Food Bin 

Tuesday April 21st  Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin 
    Green Bin (for subscribers only) 

Tuesday April 28th   Grey Bin & Food Bin 
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Next Parish Council Meetings 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 
8th April 2026, in the Committee Room at the Town Hall. Our meetings are 
open to the public. If you plan to attend, please contact Kate Fox, Parish 
Clerk on 810111 or by email at clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk. 

Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 14th May, 7.30pm 
All residents are invited to the Parish Council’s annual presentation to the 
community, where we will provide copies of our annual report. We will 
also receive annual reports and updates from many village societies and 
organisations. Representatives from BDC Waste Management will be 
attending to answer any questions about the new arrangements for our 
waste and recycling. 

Carolynne Ruffle, Chairperson 

 

BARDFIELD BOULES 2026 
lease join us for this year’s Bardfield Boules Competition. The 
competition starts in early May so make sure that you enter your 
team by the end of April (see poster in this edition of the Bardfield 

Times for how to sign up – page 15). 
Teams of two play 4-5 games each in the first round (arrange your own 
games during May & June).  The top 2 teams in each group go through 
to the next rounds which take place in July & August with the quarter finals 
to be played by early September. The Semis and the Final will take place 
on Saturday 26th September (put the date in your diaries, even if you are 
just there to watch). 
Practice Sessions for those who would like an intro or need to brush off 
the winter cobwebs will be held at the Town Hall on Monday evenings, 7-
8pm, starting 20th April and every following Monday until you are all 
experts. 
The current champions, Ian & Alex Ruffle, are determined to hold onto 
the crown for another year but they have plenty of good competition and 
the winners could be you. 
Here’s looking forward to Boules fun at the Town Hall this summer, All 
proceeds to Town Hall funds. 
Madame Boules 

P 
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Great Bardfield Primary School 
ith the Easter break just around the corner, it feels remarkable 
that we are heading into our final term of the academic year. 
The children have shown real focus and determination in their 

learning this term, and we were thrilled to share their achievements 
during our spring learning consultations and in our written mid-year 
reports this half term.  We are hopeful that the coming weeks will bring 
brighter skies and a welcome shift away from the coughs and colds that 
have lingered through the winter months.  The return of milder weather 
will also mean reopening our school field, giving our children the 
additional space they so enjoy for play, sport and outdoor learning. 
At Great Bardfield Primary School, we are guided by three simple values: 
Courage, Compassion and Community. These ideas shape everyday life 
in school and influence the way we learn, behave and look after one 
another.  
We inspire courage by helping pupils have a go, even when something 
feels tricky.  That might be tackling a challenging maths problem, reading 
their work aloud in class, performing in assembly, or simply putting their 
hand up to share an idea.  Children are regularly reminded that mistakes 
are part of learning, and we celebrate effort, curiosity and perseverance 
just as much as the final result.  
The value of compassion is just as important. We work hard to make 
sure everyone in school feels welcome, listened to and valued.  Small 
acts of kindness happen every day – holding the door open, helping 
someone find their classroom, or checking in on a friend who looks a little 
unsure. Our buddy system, where older pupils support children in 
Reception, is a lovely example of this in action, whether they are reading 
together, organising games at lunchtime or offering a reassuring hand in 
the dining hall.  
Finally, community is what brings everything together. Our school is 
strengthened by the close relationships between families, staff, governors 
and the wider village.  Events, trips and shared projects give pupils a 
sense of belonging and show them that they are part of something bigger. 
By working together, we create a warm and supportive environment 
where every child has the chance to flourish.   
One of our aims is to give our pupils memorable experiences that bring 
learning to life beyond the classroom.  There have certainly been plenty 

W 
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of these this term.  We welcomed first-year degree students from the 
ROM Theatre, who delivered an engaging drama workshop to Aldridge 
Class.  We also welcomed Palisander, a lively recorder quartet known for 

their imaginative and 
entertaining performances 
using instruments of all 
sizes – including some over 
six feet tall!  Performing 
mostly from memory and 
bringing music from across 
the centuries to life, they 
showed us just how 
versatile and exciting the 
recorder can be. Our 
children were enthralled!  
This month, our Key Stage 
2 children visited the Royal 

Botanic Gardens at Kew.  Pupils took part in an exciting investigation 
inside the famous Temperate House.  Working as plant detectives, they 
followed clues to uncover who had attempted to break into the Victorian 
glasshouse and why 
rare plants can be 
targeted by illegal 
wildlife trade. Along the 
way, they learned about 
temperate biomes, the 
importance of plants to 
our lives, and the 
challenges many 
species face in a 
changing environment.  
Last month, we celebrated World Book Day with a strong focus on 
reading for pleasure. Pupils visited Between the Lines Bookshop to 
choose a book using their voucher and we are, once again, extremely 
grateful to Janet Dyson and her team for helping to make the occasion 
so special.  We also came to school dressed ready for bedtime and 
shared our favourite bedtime stories – because what could be better than 

Aldridge Class trying to solve the case of the (almost) 
stolen plants 

Riley, Zola and Sam being detectives at Kew 
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snuggling up with a good book at the end of the day?  Our younger 
children have also kept up the tradition of entering the Spring Horticultural 
Show – special congratulations to Lucy Woodcock who won the Irene 
M.Horsnell Shield.  
Looking ahead to next term, we are excited to introduce our Imagination 
Station – a creative play area filled with a range of salvaged small and 
large items to inspire imaginative play during break and lunchtime.  We’ll 
be building this together as a school community, collecting items across 
the term.  If you have anything from our suggested list that you no longer 
need, we would love for you to send it in to school.  Your contributions will 
help us create a rich, engaging space for all children to enjoy. 

Liz Crow,  
Headteacher 
 

Great Bardfield Primary School are collecting… 
 Pots, pans, baking trays, cake tins, kettles, jugs, kitchen 

utensils, bowls, funnels, colanders 
 Wooden planks, pallets, disks, blocks, logs, plastic crates, 

boxes, bottles 
 Old phones, keyboards, toy cars, trucks, trains, buggies, prams, 

wheels (all sizes), wheel barrows (child sized) 
 Pipes, tubes, drainpipes, guttering, cable reels, hoops 
 Paintbrushes, plant pots 
 Dressing up clothes, bags, suitcases 
 Large fabric, tarpaulins (for den building) 
 Buckets and spades, cones, clipboards, chalk 
 Wicker or plastic baskets (all sizes), laundry baskets  

…and any other unwanted items you have which might be useful.  

Thank you from all of the children at Great Bardfield  
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Horticultural Society 
ur February meeting was well attended as usual, around 55 keen 
gardeners listened to our speaker Dr Ward from Norwell 
Nurseries, Newark, present his sixty recommended superior 

plant varieties, e.g. the catmint Nepeta, choose variety ‘Chettle Blue’. 
His garden and nursery are on heavy clay so in wet winters it is sodden, 
in dry summers it is parched, as seems to be our weather pattern. 
Interestingly to overcome this he has raised some beds with sharp sand 
so roots grow down into the soil but vulnerable necks are in moist free 
draining sand and survival rates have been remarkable. 
With him came a collection of fabulous pots of colour, tempting us all to 
buy these spring gems.  Refreshments were served, along with the usual 
selection of delicious homemade cakes.  There was a “Lucky Ticket” 
draw, the winner going home with a small tree!  We also held one of our 
ever-popular raffles. 

Our next event will be a garden visit to The Gardens of Easton Lodge 
on Thursday 28th May, 2.00-4.00pm.  Members £10, non-members 
£12, which includes a tour and refreshments.  For tickets, please 
contact Sue Dennison 07702 238987 or suedennison50@gmail.com 

Our Spring Show was held on Saturday March 14th in the Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O
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A big thank you to everyone who came to support us: exhibitors, judges, 
stewards, helpers and the visitors.  We had 46 adult exhibitors, 8 of whom 
were new!  Welcome - we hope to see you again. 
There was a wonderful display of spring flowers (the scent and colour of 
the daffodils filled the hall) together with some lovely flower 
arrangements, cakes and jams etc. and a good range of different 
handicrafts and photographs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the children’s section we had 12 exhibitors, 5 of our competitors 
returning for another go plus 7 newcomers.  We hope to see you all again 
at the Summer Show.  A huge “Thank You” to Great Bardfield Primary 
School for entering about 50 coloured pictures entitled “Get Growing”.   
We had a lot of visitors in the afternoon who enjoyed seeing all the 
exhibits. There was a very popular tombola, a raffle and a plant stall. Tea 
and home-made cakes made by our members were served at The Bell 
Inn. Thank you, Zoey and Scott, this was very much appreciated by 
everyone. A particular thank you to Adrian and Helena for serving the teas 
and cake. Donations were gratefully received by the Horticultural Society. 

Judges scrutinising the entries 
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Trophy Winners - Spring Show 
Arthur Willis Cup        Peter Morris 
Highest points in the Flower Section  
Floral Art Cup        Mandy Boon             
Highest points in the Floral Art Section  
Ann Hayward Cup        Janet Morris 
Highest points in the Domestic Section 
Men’s Domestic Cup         Mick Gell                            
Best exhibit in class 36 
George Hervey - Murray Shield      Wendy Meldrum                                  
Highest points in the Handicraft Section 
Gill Hervey - Murray Shield      Maddie Woodcock  
Highest points – Children aged 9 and over 
Irene Horsnell Shield        Lucy Woodcock 
Highest points – Children aged 5 to 8  
Winner – Children’s Section – under 5   Mabel Dobson 
 
Congratulations to you all – well done. We hope to see you all again at 
the Summer Show on Saturday, August 1st. 
If you would like to enter, schedules are available from various shops in 
the village and the Blue Egg or call 810524. 
 

Additional BHS Membership benefit 

As Bardfield Horticultural Society is affiliated to the Royal Horticultural 
Society we are now able to offer members of the Bardfield Horticultural 
Society an additional benefit - an RHS Garden Entry Discount card to 
share with members - this offers two adults a 50% discount off entry to 
any RHS Garden: Bridgewater, Harlow Carr, Hyde Hall, Rosemoor and 
Wisley (but not for Flower Shows or Glow Illumination events).  Please 

contact Lynne Joyce 01371 810524 if interested (I hold the card!!) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Are you new to Great Bardfield or an established villager? You will 
find a warm welcome at the Horticultural Society. Why not become a 
member and enjoy events, talks and visits arranged throughout the 
year. Amazing Spring and Summer shows are held where you can 
demonstrate your gardening and baking skills. 
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A BIT OF SUNSHINE AFTER A GREY, WET WINTER 

 

NOW THOUGHTS TURN TO ENTERING 
 

THE BARDFIELD BOULES COMPETITION 2026 
 

Enter your team by April 30 

 
 

Come and join the annual boules competition 
A fun way to meet new people. No experience necessary. 

Two players per team – any age, gender, ability, etc. 
Competition runs May to September 

Finals Day – Saturday 26th September 
(keep this date free if you intend to be in the last 4) 

£10 per team – Proceeds to Town Hall Funds 
 

ENTRIES & FEES TO: 
Madame Boules (or Carolynne Ruffle) 

caruffle@gmail.com or drop off at 
Between The Lines Bookshop, High Street 

(in an envelope with your name and phone number please)  
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Greenfingers 
locks put forward, it’s time to garden but also 
time to satisfy an urge to buy plants. Days are 
longer, hopefully sunnier and the plants that love 

the light are the numerous plants with daisy style flowers 
‘Day’s eye’ is a corrupted name for daisy, or so I read. This common 
name one uses to describe the flowers on many plants, a list would cover 
the space allotted for garden chat in the BT but three come to mind: First, 
Felicia, a sweet, little blue daisy ideal for the edge of borders or joining 
summer bedding in pots and baskets.  
Second, osteospermum, 
low growing with big daisy 
flowers in a range of pinks 
and magenta, and even 
yellow. And, number three, 
echinaceas. The plant 
breeders have gone 
overboard on these so 
every colour is available, 
even one with green daisy 
flowers. This is a tall 
perennial but how it 
struggles in winter, not 
particularly with cold but 
wet. Perhaps a heap of 
sand and gravel around it to 
assist survival? Echinaceas 
are popular to produce the 
modern look, ‘Prairie Style’, 
where tall late flowers like 
itself, think of purple flowered verbena Bonariensis, mingle with grasses 
and all are left in desiccated, brown splendour for structure over winter. 
All the above demand sun so for those needing a shade lover and 
something statuesque, not a daisy, welcome to Patrinia scabiosifolia. A 
tip for those with small gardens, a few taller plants make for more interest 
and don’t necessarily take up a lot of ground space, Patrinia for the shady 
part and verbena Bonariensis in the sun. 

C

Osteospermum 
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April Action 

 Cut to the base asters. They have new but long botanical names now, 
daisy flowers in late summer usually blues and purples. 

 Penstemon, say ‘Bye-bye’ to that exuberant green growth as they 
flower on the new growth, so ruthlessly shear to the ground. 

 Rose black spot comes from the marked leaves, even those lying on 
the soil, so rake them off and heap some mulch, compost or bark to 
stop the fungus splashing up from these old leaves when it rains. 

 Time to cut down those coloured winter stems on Salix and Cornus. 
Hard to say goodbye to them? Then leave one third. 

 Seed trays at the ready, in warmth to germinate. Go cosmos and an 
early start needed for zinnias. 

 Hint: add 1/3rd vermiculite to the compost for better results. Seed 
sowing is not just summer bedding, it can be perennials too, for 
example, aquilegia. 

Echinacea 
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Great Bardfield 
Litter Pick and Spring Clean

 
Community Event on Saturday, 18th April 

Join us in making Great Bardfield a cleaner and greener place! 
We are organising a litter pick and spring clean event on 
Saturday, 18th April. The event will start at 10am, and we will 
be meeting at The Fountain. 

Event Details: 
 Date: Saturday, 18th April 
 Time: 10am 
 Meeting Point: The Fountain 

What to Expect: 
 You will be supplied with hi-vis jackets, litter pickers,  

and rubbish bags. 
 Join fellow community members to help keep our  

village clean and tidy. 
 Dress comfortably and appropriately for the weather. 
 Children welcome but please bring an adult. 
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Happy 90th Birthday! 
any congratulations to Adrienne Poulson, who has just 
celebrated her 90th birthday.  Adrienne has been an active and 
valued member of our community for many years.  We wish her 

many happy returns! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

 

The Great Bardfield Charities 
Can we help you? 

If you live in Great Bardfield, are a group or 
organisation benefiting Great Bardfield residents 

then you are eligible to apply for financial assistance. 

 

For more information contact one of the trustees 
or 

email GreatBardfieldCharities@gmail.com 
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Nature Notes: Not Everyone Loves Deer!  

e are all aware that there is a big push to plant large numbers 
of trees and hedges to try and reduce our carbon footprint. To 
achieve the targets tree nurseries are working flat out growing 

trees for planting. We are importing ship loads of plastic tree guards and 
bamboo from China, which to me seems counterproductive, but the 
biggest problem in this part of our country is that a very large percentage 
of what is planted is destroyed by deer. Deer just love eating all the new 
shoots and they are experts at dismantling plastic tree guards to get at 
them. Deer are nice to look at and I as much as the next person love to 
catch the occasional glance of a deer but not herds of 90 or more 
rampaging through a farmer’s crops, and as some of you know they are 
a hazard on the roads.  They seem to delight in playing chicken dashing 
across the road in front of fast-moving traffic.  Not only is it very 
distressing to the occupants of the cars but it leads to dead or injured 
deer and very expensive car repairs.  The law tells us if we hit a deer and 
it is dead or injured on the road it is our responsibility to report it to the 
Police, but if it is dead or injured on roadside land we should report it to 
the landowner.  
It is not many years ago if we went a decent journey by road, we could 
guarantee seeing dead foxes and rabbits as road kill.  Last week I drove 
in to Chelmsford and the total road kill was two badgers, one muntjac and 
the indistinguishable remains of a larger deer, this gives us a good idea 
of what wild life is about. 

We have six 
different Deer in 
the UK Red Deer, 
Roe Deer, Fallow 
Deer, Muntjac, 
Sika, and Chinese 
Water Deer.  Only 
two of these are 
native and belong 
here: the Red 
Deer, and the Roe 
Deer; although  

W 

Muntjac 
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Fallow Deer have been here a long time, the Normans brought them to 
breed for food, The Duke of Bedford imported Muntjac for his wildlife park 
at Woburn and I was always led to believe that they spread all over after 
escaping but apparently that is not strictly true, security at Woburn  is 
pretty tight. They have lots of exotic and dangerous animals and know 
how to look after them and keep them secure. 
The Duke was very proud of his Muntjac and whenever he was invited to 
the grand estates of his friends for lavish parties, he didn’t take a boring 
bunch of flowers from Tesco and a bottle of Prosecco as a gift he took a 
pair of Muntjac which were allowed to run free on their estates. The 
Duke’s next addition to his collection was his Chinese Water Deer and 
much the same thing happened to them; he was not the first to have them 
in fact London Zoo had some before the Duke. Fortunately, we don’t 
appear to have any of them in Essex as far as I know but I may be wrong, 
they are found mainly in Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and 
Suffolk. We don’t want them! Sika Deer were introduced into some deer 
parks from Japan in the 19th century and some of them escaped, they are 
found mostly in Scotland and the New Forest. Our biggest pest is the 
Fallow Deer; we have large herds of them in all parts of the district some 
of the herds number 90 plus and they do have small numbers of Roe 
Deer running with them. We have far too many, they have no predators 
apart from humans and we don’t eat enough venison; we do have fully 
trained experts who will shoot them and are only too pleased to do it. 
They will only shoot them in the season when they are allowed to shoot 
them if there is the demand for the venison, they don’t shoot them purely 
for sport.  Most local butchers sell venison and there are game dealers at 
our local markets.  It is extremely healthy meat, the lowest in fat, and is 
considered a good aid to managing cholesterol.  Unfortunately, its big 
problem is what we call the ‘Bamby Effect’, some people and children 
visualise deer as pretty dainty cartoon creatures rather than the biggest 
wildlife threat to farming and forestry. 
Putting these notes together has made me realise there are some big 
gaps in my knowledge of the subject, researching deer is much more 
interesting than some of the rubbish on TV and keeps me out of mischief, 
I am hoping to do future notes on the different breeds of deer. 

Mac Beanland 
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The Tuesday Club 

In March we welcomed back a popular speaker, Sharon Gould, whose 
talk was titled “Who is H?”   She explained that H was her second child, 
a daughter named Heather.  Heather was born in hospital in 1976 and 
when it was discovered that she had Downs Syndrome, Sharon at first 
found this difficult to accept and wanted nothing to do with the baby, 
insisting that she would never take her home, until a visit by her local GP, 
Dr Stiff (known to everyone as Stiffy) changed her mind.   The doctor told 
her to treat Heather as a “normal child”.  This wasn’t without its 
challenges, as she could be stubborn and would rather be looked after 
than make the effort to do something for herself.  However, Sharon found 
ways to make her independent, putting something she liked just out of 
reach until she learned to crawl towards it, leaving her alone with of bowl 
of favourite food and a spoon.   Tough love worked.   
At the age of 16 Heather joined the local Tesco store on a work 
experience scheme, and stayed on the scheme for six years (unpaid) 
before becoming a paid member of staff.  This helped her communication 
skills immensely, and the only time she had a ‘bad day’ was when she 
had spent a long time putting all the bananas into straight rows and came 
back later to find them in disarray thanks to the customers!  Despite this, 
she still works at Tesco 26 years later. 
She went on to live independently in her own accommodation, where in 
her late thirties she met a male neighbour who had autism.  They became 
a couple and with the support of both families they married and have been 
living happily together for eight years.  
In April we welcome a new speaker, Joanne Larner, who will be talking to 
us about “The Wonders of Norway”, her love of the country, the people, 
the landscape, the customs and the idiosyncrasies of The Land of the 
Fjords.  This promises to be an informative and entertaining talk, and if 
you would like to join us on this occasion you would be very welcome.   
Visitors pay £5 for the talk and refreshments and if you should choose to 
become a member the price is just £30 for the year. 
There will be posters around the village each month, so feel free to just 
turn up for any which sound interesting, Doors open at 2.00 and the 
meetings start at 2.30.    
     Cherry Whitby     
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GREAT BARDFIELD TUESDAY CLUB 

THE WONDERS OF NORWAY 

 
A talk by Joanne Larner 

Joanne will talk about the people, landscape 
and idiosyncrasies of the land of the fjords with 

funny stories and stunning photographs 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026 at 2.30 

GREAT BARDFIELD TOWN HALL 

Non-members of the Tuesday Club are very welcome 
Visitors: £5 per talk 

 
For more details, please contact the Club Secretary 

Marilyn Edwards on 01371  810555 
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Garage and Shed Security 
hilst most houses have adequate security what is often 
neglected is the shed or garage, “nothing much in there” I hear 
you say, “Just a garden spade and fork”, but these are perfect 

tools for a burglar to use to get into your house. Adds insult to injury when 
the tool used to break into your house is your own, so give it some 
attention. 
Garages and sheds by the nature of their construction and position 
especially when away from the house are always going to be vulnerable. 
Quite often the supplied locks provide just the barest minimum security 
and are easily overcome so always consider supplementing the existing 
locks with further locking systems both for the doors and items within.  On 
garage doors this could be by adding locking bolts to both sides of the 
“up and over door” or a garage door defender in the ground in front of the 
door, if you have a side door don’t forget the security on this too.  With 
sheds coach-bolt and plate the padlock hasp sections to the frame and 
door, use a good quality “Close Shackle” padlock or a key operated 
mortice lock; don’t forget the hinges ensure they cannot be unscrewed.  
Consider using “Ground Anchors” or “Shed Shackles” to chain larger 
items such as ladders, mowers and pedal cycles to (again good quality 
padlock and chain); keep chains tight so that it is not in contact with a 
surface it can be struck against. Protect windows with a wire mesh and 
fit a curtain or white wash the windows to prevent prying eyes.  Visibly 
security mark your property with your post code and house number as 
this reduces the value to the thief; you can register serial numbers free of 
charge at www.immobilise.com. There are also a number of commercially 
available security marking systems available that are suitable for a wide 
range of products and others for specific products.   It is also worth adding 
security lighting and a shed alarm to the shed or garage, there are even 
alarms available that when activated call your mobile phone, these are 
relatively inexpensive and available from most DIY/hardware stores.   If 
siting a new shed where possible position it within sight of rooms in the 
house routinely occupied.  Products that are fit for purpose can found by 
looking for the "Secured by Design" or "Sold Secure" logos.  
PC James Draper                                                            
Braintree Community Safety & Engagement Officer 

W
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Town Hall Happenings 
y the time you read this our 
annual Quiz night will have 
been completed and one 

team will have been crowned 2026 
Champions! 
On 25th April we have “An Audience 
with Henry VIII”, a light-hearted 
review of his life and wives. Tickets 
are available via our website www.greatbardfieldtownhall.com.   There 
will be a licensed bar. At the end of the performance the King will hold a 
question-and-answer session. This is a new venture for our committee, 
and I would hope that many people will support the evening. 
Into May we have our annual Art Show on 24th and 25th May. 
John Maidman 
Chair Great Bardfield Town Hall 
 

B 

茦茧茨茩茪茫 Churchyard Tidy 茦茧茨茩茪茫 
Saturday 2 May, 10am–1pm 

Can you spare an hour or two to help care for our  
lovely churchyard? 

This peaceful green space in the centre of the village holds  
special meaning for many local families,  

and is a much-loved spot for walkers (and their dogs!). 
We will be:   Cutting hedges 

����� Sweeping paths 
꽅꽆 Having a bonfire (if the weather allows!) 

 Refreshments will be provided –  
just bring along your tools if you can.   

Let’s come together to keep this space tidy and welcoming for all. 
Everyone welcome – we’d love to see you there! 
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Memories of Great Bardfield in WWII 
 spoke previously about Mr Goldstone repairing harness etc for the 
horses and most farms having horses to do work, but what I did not 
realise until later that the horses were vegetarians and how powerful 

they were. I also forgot to mention that Mr Goldstone employed two 
‘Saggers’, both brothers who were deaf and non-verbal, Mr Goldstone 
wrote their instructions on a piece of slate, with chalk.  There was a third 
son, who lived in Bendlowes Road, who was the same as his brothers, 
which at that time was unusual. 
I also remember soldiers camping up The Walk starting at the Church 
End and continuing the full length of The Walk up to Bluegate Hall.  In 
1944, my friends and I (Lewis Hitchin, Gordon Andrews, Roy Creswell 
and Don Finlayson) often sat on the grass by the Windmill.  The Windmill 
at that time was not a dwelling and it was brick not plastered, we sat and 
watched the aircraft towing gliders towards Wethersfield Airfield, getting 
ready for D Day, then in 1945, thank goodness the war came to an 
end.  Huge parties were held in every village & town, also bunting was 
displayed and a message saying “Welcome Home Boys”. 
P G Morris 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

I 
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The Bardfield Players – recruiting! 
At the moment the Players are having a well-earned rest after our recent 
production of Who killed the Farmer? However, we’re still busily engaged 
in reading scripts, and looking to find something interesting and enjoyable 
to perform later in the year. Our group has some very talented people but 
we are always on the lookout for more! It would be particularly helpful in 
achieving our aim of putting on good shows, if we had one or two younger 
performers. We are particularly short of males aged between 20 and 40 
who can act but all interested people are welcome, so if that’s you please 
get in touch! You’ll find we are a friendly group! 
We also need a couple of people who could become apprentices to our 
technical director, Stewart Penny, and learn about the lighting, recorded 
music, sound effects and special effects, which are an integral part of 
every production. If of course there is someone who possesses that 
knowledge already and doesn’t mind going up a ladder, all the better. If 
you’re interested in any of these opportunities please get in touch with 
me asap, you will be very welcome. 
Regards, Ian. Chairman of The Bardfield Players. 
07980960082. ian.ruffle@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Great Bardfield 

 

 

All welcome 

Sunday Mass 9.30am 

Saturday Mass 5.00pm 
(held at St, John’s Thaxted)  

 
Fr Michael Britto 

07917 319811 
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From the Vicarage... 
s I come to put down my thoughts for this month’s village 
magazines, what feels like yet another source of uncertainty and 
anxiety has appeared on the world stage. The intensified conflict 

in the middle east is the kind of situation which we might normally expect 
to stand out as unique at a particular moment in its scope and impact, but 
I’m sure I’m not alone in feeling that circumstances like these – with 
unimaginable devastation for those caught up in the midst of things, and 
significant ripples being felt even in places far distant – are no longer quite 
as singular as we are used to them being. 
In a month which begins with the celebration of Easter, many of us may 
not feel quite ready to hear a message of hope and new life. Even before 
considering the effect of world events on our thoughts, I call to mind so 
many examples of individuals and families bearing the weight of 
incredibly heavy burdens. We may, though, draw some comfort from the 
fact that those who witnessed the first Easter were also not at all ready to 
take in what had happened. Jesus’ disciples were wholly unprepared for 
the empty tomb and his reappearance among them, and their initial 
reaction was not joyful, but confused, anxious and fearful. 
To come and celebrate Easter together doesn’t mean, therefore, that we 
need to feel that all is right with the world. In fact, perhaps the opposite is 
true, because a world in which all was well would not need the kind of 
dramatic intervention which we proclaim at this great festival. Crucifixion 
and resurrection are not just about celebrating the arrival of spring, but 
are medicine for a world in need of healing, whose echoes can then be 
found in the returning beauty of this season of nature. 
So if you’re feeling like throwing up your arms in despair and frustration 
about the state of things, whether close by around you, or on a global 
scale, or anything in between, then come and find yourself in good 
company in church this Easter. You will hear of people who came feeling 
as you do, whose lives were transformed by a new hope – not one that 
pretends that all is well with the world, but which refuses to accept that its 
troubles will be the last word. 
 

Rev’d/Fr Alex 

A
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Services for April 2026 

Services for Holy Week 

Sunday 29 March – Palm Sunday 
Children’s activities and breakfast refreshments in Wethersfield Church from 9am 

9.45am Palm Procession sets off around the village – Wethersfield  
10.30am Benefice Communion Service – Wethersfield 

Monday 30, Tuesday 31 March & Wednesday 1 April 
9am Eucharist – Finchingfield (Mon & Wed) / Great Bardfield (Tue) 

8pm Compline – Shalford 

Maundy Thursday (2 April) 
6.30pm Communion Service commemorating the Last Supper –  

   Wethersfield  
8pm Sung Eucharist followed by Vigil – Little Bardfield 

Good Friday (3 April) 
2pm Meditations on the Cross – Shalford 

2pm Solemn Service of the Lord’s Passion – Little Bardfield 
9pm Tenebrae – Cornish Hall End 

Holy Saturday (4 April) 
8pm Vigil and First Eucharist of Easter – Little Bardfield 

Service times on Easter Day (5 April) 
Cornish Hall End: 9am 

Shalford: 9.30am 
Finchingfield: 10am  

Great Bardfield: 10.30am 
Wethersfield: 11am 

Sunday 12 April – Second Sunday of Easter 
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Shalford  

10.30am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield 
11am Family Eucharist – Wethersfield 

11am Pet Service – Shalford  
5pm Sung Evensong – Shalford 
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Sunday 19 April – Third Sunday of Easter 
9am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Finchingfield  

9.30am Morning Prayer – Shalford  
10.30am Sung Eucharist – Great Bardfield 

11am Family Service – Wethersfield 
 

Sunday 26 April – Fourth Sunday of Easter  
9.30am Parish Communion – Shalford 

10.30am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield 
11am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Wethersfield 

11am Scouts’ Service for St George’s Day – Finchingfield  
5pm Sung Compline – Little Bardfield 

 

Regular Services and Events during the week 

Monday 
8.45am Morning Prayer – Finchingfield 

1.30pm ‘Faithful Fiction’ book club (1st weeks) –  
Between the Lines, Great Bardfield 

 

Tuesday 
8.45am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield 

10am Baby & Toddler Group – Great Bardfield  
‘St Mary’s Munchkins’ story & song time with refreshments 

 

Thursday 
8.45am Morning Prayer – Wethersfield 

10am Prayer Group (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks) 
Coffee Morning (2nd & 4th weeks) – Shalford 

Coffee Morning (3rd week) – Cornish Hall End 
10.30am Eucharist – Little Bardfield 

 

Friday 
8.45am Morning Prayer – Shalford 

 

Saturday 
10.30am (3rd weeks) Coffee Morning – Wethersfield 
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Time for you…  

With Julie 

Newly opened: Holistic Therapies available locally at my treatment 

room in Great Bardfield, Blush Beauty at The Blue Egg, and (by 

arrangement) local home visits. So if you feel you would benefit 

from Reflexology, Indian Head Massage or Hopi Ear Candles, please 

do get in touch today to book your appointment.  

I look forward to meeting you!  

Julie – 07967 989124 

Juliepavitt24@gmail.com 
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OPENING TIMES 
Tuesday 08:30 – 17:30  Friday  08:30 – 18:00 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00  Saturday 08:00 – 16:30 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00  Sunday 09:00 – 15:00 

 

brookstreetbutcher@gmail.com               01371 810236 

Vegetables and fish also available 

Brook Street Deli 
Cheeses, Pies and 

Cooked Meats 

 
 

 

Opening Times 
Wednesday – Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm 
Saturday – Sunday 9.30am – 3.00pm 

Sourdough on Fridays and other fresh 
bread on Saturday 
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www.valetingdirect.com 
Mobile Car Valeting in Little Bardfield, Great Bardfield, Thaxted, 

Finchingfield, SaƯron Walden and surrounding areas 
Whatsapp:  07367 730973 
Phone number:  08456 526267    

01279 444399 
Email: enquiries@valetingdirect.com 
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EXECUTIVE CARS 

07971 972124 

Airports – Theatre – Events – Days Out 

Local / Nationwide 

Call for a Competitive Quote 

Reliable, Friendly, Local Lady Drivers 
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Opening Times for lunch and dinner service  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Lunch Service: 12pm to 3pm 
Dinner Service: 5.30pm to 8.30pm 

Pub opens 5pm Monday and 12 noon Tuesday to Sunday  
- see website for details 

The Bell looks forward to inviting both familiar faces and new visitors 
to experience our menus and a drink by the fire.  Alongside the varied 
menu guests can continue to enjoy the Bell’s welcoming atmosphere, 

well-kept local ales, fine Bardfield Vinyard wines and the character 
that makes The Bell Inn a true community hub. 

01371 782030 
info@thebellinngreatbardfield.co.uk     www.thebellinngreatbardfield.co.uk 
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      07503   202710 
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For further information and to join the 
project please contact; 
Rebecca Jordan on 07961078522 or 
Claire GriƯiths on 07983 823388 
Email: rebeccca@greatlodge.co.uk 
Bardfield Vineyard and Great Lodge Garden 
Great Bardfield, Braintree, CM7 4QD 

Project takes place every Tuesday morning 9.30 – 12.30, refreshments provided 
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CODE:  ROE011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



66  



 

67 

 



68  



 

69 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



70 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

71 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

73 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1/KS2 TUITION 
Qualified Primary School Teacher oƯering private tuition for 

English, Maths and Science. 
 

Personalised lessons, catering for individual needs. 
Enhanced DBS certified. Based Gt. Saling 

Enquiries Emma 07714939162 

Mobile Library stopping in Dunmow Road 
On the following dates 

16-Apr, 7-May, 28-May, 18-Jun, 9-Jul, 30-Jul, 
20-Aug, 10-Sept, 1-Oct, 22-Oct, 12-Nov, 3-Dec 

Between 11.10 and 11.45am 
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01371 513666 
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Town Hall Diary 

April 2026 
Tuesday 7th.             Choir    8.00pm 
Wednesday 8th     Pilates    10.30am 
   Parish council meeting    7.00pm 
Friday 10th     Cinema club   7.30pm 
Saturday 11th Cricket club bingo  7.00pm              
Monday 13th  Pilates   6.00pm 
Tuesday 14th Dance fit class  9.30am 

   Mobility & Balance   10.30am 
   Tuesday club    2.00pm 
   Choir    8.00pm 
Wednesday 15th   Pilates    10.30am 
Saturday 18th GBHS    6.30pm 
Monday 20th     Pilates    6.00pm 
Tuesday 21st Dance fit class  9.30am 
   Mobility & Balance   10.30am 
   Choir             8.00pm 
Wednesday 22nd  Pilates   10.30am 
Saturday 25th King Henry VIII  7.30pm 
Monday 27th     Pilates   6.00pm 
Tuesday 28th Dance fit class  9.30am 

   Mobility & Balance   10.30am 
   Choir     8.00pm 
Wednesday 29th  Pilates   10.30am 

 
 

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings. 
Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen and catering equipment, sound 

system with hearing loop, free Wi-Fi, stage and meeting rooms. 
Enquiries and bookings:         bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com 
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 Great Bardfield Parish 
 Chair of the Parish Council Carolynne RuƯle 810986 
 Clerk to the Parish Council Kate Fox clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111 
 Councillors Janet Dyson 07957 483207 
  Iain Graham 07831 595555 
  Darren Hockley 810836 
  Peter Walmsley 07843 498253 
  Mark Wells 07788 318118 
  Richard Winsborough 07917462320 
 Little Bardfield Parish 
 Chair of the Parish Council Andrew Davies cllr.adavies@littlebardfield-pc.gov.uk 
 Clerk to the Parish Council Sophie Wolker clerk@littlebardfield-pc.gov.uk 
 Braintree District Council 
 Councillors Cllr Michael Staines 07922 487666 
  Cllr Mark Ault 07903 744481 
 Uttlesford District Council 
 Councillor Cllr Mike Tayler cllrtayler@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 Police for non-emergency enquiries dial 101 
  for emergency enquiries dial 999 
 

 1st Finchingfield Scout Group Mark Wells 810447 mark.2millside@btinternet.com
 Bardfield Charities Nick Holland 07795 280647 
 Bardfield Horticultural Society Linda Prior 07969 184845 
 Bardfield Players Ian RuƯle 810986 
 Gt Bardfield Allotments Adrian Thomson  
 Gt Bardfield Bell Ringers Nick & Sarah Holland 810209 
 Gt Bardfield Historical Society tim_regan82@hotmail.com 
 Gt Bardfield Pre-School Kathy King 811580 
 Gt Bardfield Primary School admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk  810252 
 Muddogs Youth Football Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007 
  www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk 
 Tuesday Club Marilyn Edwards mazjedwards@yahoo.co.uk 
  

 Parish Priest Gt & Lt Bardfield Fr Alex Shannon 810309/07483 878659 
 Catholic Priest Fr Michael Britto 07917 319811 
 Town Hall Bookings bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com 
 Refuse Collections Gt Bardfield Tuesdays from 7.00am 
  Lt Bardfield Thursdays from 7.00am  
 Bawden Room  Every Sunday & Bank Holiday from Easter  
   to the end of September 2.00 – 4.00pm 
 Community Information Point Thursday & Saturday 10.00am – 12.00 noon 811975 
 The Samaritans 01245 357357 
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