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Editorial

y popular request we have restarted our series of articles featuring
B ‘Village People’. In this issue we talk to Kate Fox, long-time

resident and Parish Clerk. So, if you've always wondered what a
Parish Clerk does turn to page 20 to find out! If you'd like to be featured
or have a suggestion please contact the BT Team.

There’s been some excellent fundraising lately. The fabulous fireworks
night raised a good sum for a range of worthy causes. And the recent
Sing for Charity concert achieved a massive £3,300 for the Creamer Fund
which benefits those who attend the Freshwell Health Centre. These
events could not happen without the people who are prepared to give up
their time to organise them. A special mention for Vicky Graves who has
taken over the scheme to provide Christmas hampers for those who may
be alone over Christmas. Please contact Vicky by December 7" if you
know someone who would benefit from this scheme or if you're willing to
help — see poster on p. 5. Christmas events planned include the Town
Hall Carol Concert on December 8" and the combined churches carol
service to be held in St Mary’s on Sunday Dec 21t at 3pm.

Bardfield is well-known as ‘The Artists’ Village’ and now that we have an
extra colour page at the back of the BT we are starting a series of articles
about artists in our village, past and present, both professional and
amateur with an example of their work. The first artist in this series is John
Aldridge who lived and worked at Place House for 50 years and was
inspired by the village and its surroundings. His fine painting of Beslyns
Pond will bring back memories for many. Our cover features the historical
wooden postbox outside the Old Post Office in the High Street carefully
restored by Mark Hitchcock. We’re very pleased to see that Mac
Beanland has recovered and his ever-popular Nature Notes is back. If
you were wondering why there have been so many ladybirds about
recently turn to page 16 and all will be revealed.

This is a double issue for December and January so the BT Team gets a
well-deserved rest. Many thanks to all our volunteers and contributors.
Please send your copy for the February issue by January 14". With best
wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

Janet Dyson



Great Bardfield Primary School

s we approach the end of the Autumn Term at Great Bardfield
Primary School, the past few weeks have been filled with
memorable moments and a strong sense of community. One of

the most moving sights this November was the display of poppies along
our school fence, each carefully crafted by a pupil and carrying a personal
message of hope. On Tuesday 11th November, the whole school paused
i for the two-minute silence to

remember those who have
made sacrifices for our country.

Community spirit has been at
the heart of school life this
month. Pupils and staff
embraced ‘Spots and Stripes’
for Children in Need, and our
Year 6 poppy sellers once again
supported the Royal British
Legion. Beyond our school
gates, we've been proud to take
part in many sports events
across the Uttlesford
community. A real highlight was
the Sportshall Athletics
g AR competition at Felsted
Trekking in Epping Forest Independent School, where our

Year 5 and 6 pupils achieved an
impressive second place; a fantastic testament to their teamwork,
determination, and school spirit.

We have also faced some sad news this term: over the summer, our
outdoor play equipment was condemned and deemed no longer safe to
use. Thanks to the generosity of our school community, the PTA is
already well on the way to raising funds to replace it. If you are able to
and would like to contribute, please speak to Sara in our school office,
who will be happy to help.
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Great Bardfield Primary School
invites you to share...
‘Carols ¢ Mince Pies’

We would like to invite senior
members Of our Community to a

celebration of Christmas

followed by mince pies in
the sChool hall on

Tuesday 16" December

2pMm

Please ring or email the SChoo| OffiCe t0 Conhfirm your seat.
Email: admin@greatbardfield.essex.sCh.uk

! ; Tel: 01371 810252 g




A highlight of this term has been the Key Stage Two field study visit to
Epping Forest Field Study Centre. The children had a fantastic day
exploring the forest and bringing the Geography National Curriculum to
life. The visit
also gave them
the chance to
develop new
skills, enjoy
themselves, and
spark a love of
the subject.

Looking ahead,
December

promises plenty
of festive cheer.
We'll begin with
a much-loved
tradition: our trip Pupils enjoying the forest

to the Town Hall to enjoy the annual pantomime. The walk through our
lovely village always adds to the excitement, and we are hugely grateful
to our brilliant PTA for making this trip possible each year.

The Christmas season continues with a host of school events: the KS1
Nativity, our Carol Service at St Mary’s Church, Christmas lunch, and the
ever-popular children’s shopping market; an afternoon that never fails to
bring joy (and lots of very busy young shoppers!). It is always one of the
most magical times of our school year.

Finally, we are delighted to once again welcome senior members of our
community to school for an afternoon of carols and mince pies on
Tuesday 16th December at 2pm. This gathering has quickly become a
cherished tradition, and we would be thrilled to see many of you there.
Please contact the school office to reserve your seat.

Liz Crow
Headteacher



Some local Christmas
elves are looking for
anyone in Great or
Little Bardfield who
might be alone this
Christmas!
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To deliver a
Christmas
hamper to
with lots of
treats inside!

'! A

If you know anyone who would like one,
please send their name and address
(with any food or access needs) to Vic at:
Victoria.graves@gmail.com
or 07444 556257

beforel You extended
: to
December Ttk




Great Bardfield Parish Council Report

Firework Night

Despite a wet afternoon this was another successful and enjoyable
evening organised by Jess Walmesley and her team, and involving the
combined efforts of the School PTA, the Pre-School, Little Bardfield
Cricket Club, the Rocketeers and others. The final figures were not yet
available at the time of the last Parish Council meeting, but confirmation
was received that costs were covered and each group would receive
income from the profit made. Thank you to all those involved in continuing
this long-standing, popular, village event and to all those attending to
make it a success.

Remembrance Day

The service organised by St. Mary’s Church and supported by our
excellent brass band was well attended and we received positive
comments from our District Councillors who both attended. The Chair of
the Parish Council, Carolynne Ruffle, laid a wreath in remembrance of
those who have lost their lives in conflicts across the world and those
from Great and Little Bardfield who are named on the memorial, were
specifically mentioned.

More Thank Yous

The Parish Council are very grateful for the volunteer work being
undertaken by two local residents in helping maintain the playground area
for the benefit of children and their families. We also thank those residents
who help monitor the footpath network. It is always pleasing to hear from
those who can provide some of their time to the village in addition to work
undertaken by the parish clerk, village caretaker and council members.

Changes to Waste Services/Bin Collections

All residents should have received a leaflet from Braintree District Council
(BDC) about the changes to bin collections due to start in June 2026. This
involves increased home recycling and changes to collection times and
will also mean more bins. BDC has undertaken an assessment to
determine whether you live in a property where it is not practical to store
more bins. All residents will be written to by the end of 2025 to confirm if
you will receive a standard or non-standard waste collection service.



We are assured that a printed schedule will be made available to all
households with the calendar of collections as it will be more complicated,
with certain bins collected weekly, fortnightly or every 3 weeks.

Further information is available from BDC at www.braintree.gov.uk/bins-
waste-recycling/changes-waste-collections

Planning Applications
e The Barn at South Acre, Braintree Road. The Parish Council
raised concerns about several aspects of the design including
height, volume and materials proposed
e Littles Farm, Beslyns Lane — change of use from a barn to a
dwelling. No objections pending a full planning application

No objections to tree works at:

e Place Farm, Dunmow Road

¢ 4 Rutland Place, Bridge Street
e (Gobions, Dunmow Road

e Rosetta, Bridge End

Neighbourhood Plan

The next stage is for the draft plan to be publicised by the local planning
authority for a 6-week period (Regulation 16) prior to sending the plan
document, any supporting documentation and comments to an
independent examiner. The local planning authority will also notify
anyone referred to in the consultation statement that the plan has been
received.

We understand that BDC intend to publicise our plan from 1st December
for 8 weeks ending the 26th January (2 extra weeks have been added to
take into account the Christmas period).

Highways

A meeting has been arranged in Great Bardfield in early December where
members of the Parish Council will meet our County Councillor, Clir
Butland, the Essex County Council Cabinet Member for Highways, Tom
Cunningham, and representatives of Essex Highways. We will be
discussing various areas of concern including the appalling state of the
pavements in the village, long-standing potholes, over-sized lorries
negotiating our narrow streets and parking at junctions.



Bin Collections — December 2025 and January 2026

Tuesday December 2nd

Tuesday December 9th
Tuesday December 16th

Tuesday December 23rd

Wednesday December 31st
(following bank hol.)

Wednesday January 7th
Tuesday January 13th

Tuesday January 20th
Tuesday January 27th

Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin
Green Bin (for subscribers only)

Grey Bin & Food Bin

Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin
Green Bin (for subscribers only)

Grey Bin & Food Bin

Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin
NOT Green Bin

Grey Bin & Food Bin

Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin
Green Bin (for subscribers only)

Grey Bin & Food Bin

Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin
Green Bin (for subscribers only)

Next Parish Council Meetings

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday
10" December 2025, in the Committee Room at the Town Hall, The
January meeting will take place at the same time and place on

Wednesday 14" January.

Our meetings are open to the public. Please contact Kate Fox, Clerk, if
you plan to attend on 810111 or by email at clerk@greatbardfield-

pc.gov.uk.

This report comes with Christmas greetings and our very best wishes to

all residents for 2026.

Carolynne Ruffle
Chairperson
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TOWN HALL CAROL CONCERT

Monday 8" December 2025
Doors Open 6.30 pm Concert Starts 7.00 pm

With
Bardfield Community Choir
&
Bardfield Brass

Mulled Wine & Mince Pies
All Welcome, Limited Seating

(A AALALL




Horticultural Society

€ held our AGM in October. Many thanks to everyone who
came; we had an exceptional turnout. The President and
Chair’s positions were up for renewal. Peter Morris was re-

\\\ 1:

elected as
President. There were no
nominations for Chair and
Linda Prior was standing
down after 15 years; she
will thankfully remain on the
Committee. Thanks were
given to Carole Maddock
and Sharon Kennedy for
their time on the
Committee.  Linda Prior
thanked all the Officers and
Committee for their support
and hard work during the
year. Peter  Morris
presented Linda  with
flowers and a garden centre
token.

After the AGM we had
plates of various cheeses
and biscuits with a choice of
wine or fruit juice. We all
very much enjoyed the talk
given by Suzy Nicholson
“‘My Life in Gardening”.
She talked about her
background in gardening -
she started off in Devon and
then went to do displays at

Linda Prior and Peter Morris

Audley End, worked part time at Beeches Nursery and helped with
various displays at Chelsea Flower Show. She also spent time working
at South Farm Royston - a wedding venue, then went on to work at
Spains Hall; looking after the vegetable gardens and flower beds - to
great effect. She showed us some lovely pictures of her work.
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Floral Art

Our next event will be on Friday, December 5% - this will be a Floral Art
morning in the Quaker Meeting House from 10am until 12.30pm. The
theme this year is “A Seasonal Table Decoration”. There will be
refreshments including cakes and a raffle. This event is already fully
booked. All materials will be supplied, but please remember to bring
secateurs or a strong pair of scissors. Mandy Boon will be on hand to
demonstrate, give tips and plenty of guidance.

Spring Talk

Our flrst event in 2026 will be on Saturday, February 28" at 2.30pm.

2 j : This will be a talk
entitled “60 Must
have Plants”.
Our speaker will
be Dr Andrew
Ward, owner of
Norwell Nursery
and gardens in
the Midlands.
Andrew trained
as a plant

breeder and
‘ — e opened the

Dr Andrew Ward with his RHS trophy
nursery and

gardens with his wife, Helen, over 30 years ago. It is a small nursery
specialising in choice and unusual herbaceous perennials and alpines.
The nursery is based around a one acre “Plantsman’s garden” which
holds over 2,500 different varieties of plants. It has featured in many
magazines including Country Life, Gardens lllustrated and the RHS
Magazine. Andrew also holds the National Collection of hardy
chrysanthemums and astrantias. He will be bringing plants for sale.

Tickets will be available in the New Year from Linda Prior (07968 184645)
or Lynne Joyce (01371 810524) or by electronic payment - see below.
£10 for members and £12 for non-members. There will be a raffle,
refreshments and homemade cakes.
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Spring Show

Our Spring Show will be
held in the Town Hall on
Saturday, March 14"
1 Show Schedules will be
available in January 2026.
We can all look forward to
next spring when our
gardens will be full of
brightly coloured daffodils.

Annual Membership is
| £5.00 pp and has the
benefits of reduced prices
¢ toourevents.

e

Ls year we had a wonderful dispy f.daffodils
For any information about Bardfield Horticultural Society please
contact Linda Prior 07969 184845.

To purchase tickets for the spring talk or for membership:

electronic payment as follows:

Account name: Bardfield Horticultural Society
Sort code: 09 01 55
Account number: 02585706
Please put the item you are paying for (spring talk or
membership) as the reference.

Or cash payments to Lynne Joyce 01371 810524

RN
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Greenfingers

uess the pots of bulbs are planted and surrounded with choice
Gevergreens and violas or pansies? Think they lack interest while

waiting for the bulbs to flower? Perhaps you have complemented
with grasses or herbs like
thymes and rosemary as
they are evergreen? But
think of using parsley -
fresh and bright green
leaves, a pot available
from a supermarket and
split easily into three. Hey
presto your pots are
furnished but maybe add a
few cut stems of a berried
shrub or tree and
Christmas has arrived!
Not many jobs in December and January, so ...

Winter pot of violas

% Gather the fallen leaves, put in a black bag and pierce holes to
let air in to help decompose. Hide away behind one’s shed till
end of next year when there is useful leaf mould.

% Protect any precious plants that are susceptible to cold. Pots of
agapanthus are best put in a sheltered spot, perhaps under a
conifer, wrap in fleece, sacking or simply put them in the garage
or shed. Dry is the key to keeping them. Heaps of wood chips
around those in the ground, e.g. salvias and alstroemerias.

%  Tend your soon to be beautiful
hellebores. Cut off old leaves,
feed and give them fresh
compost or bark to keep muddy
splashes off the blooms.

%  And finally, get your pots lined
up near the house for better
winter viewing till Spring 2026
arrives.

White hellebores
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Sing for Charity

The Sing for Charity evening organised in aid of the Creamer Fund
was a great success. Wethersfield Village Hall was packed and the
audience was entertained by 90 singers from two local choirs.
Singing for All directed by Lorraine Patient delighted the audience with
selections from Abba and other popular songs.

The Bardfield Community Choir directed by Janet Dyson gave a rousing
performance of songs from the shows including Phantom of the Opera
and a memorable version of Bohemian Rhapsody. Local singing duo G&T
took the audience on a musical journey from the 1950s to the present and
the evening ended with singers and audience joining together to sing Neil
Diamond’s Sweet Caroline. It was a fantastic evening and so good to see
s0 many singers from our villages coming together to share their talents.
The biggest raffle ever with prizes generously donated by local
businesses and residents helped to raise a grand total of over £3,300 for
the Creamer Fund. Well done to all involved in the organisation of this
event.

‘Phoenix’
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Nature Notes — Ladybirds

adybirds seem to have attracted quite a lot of attention towards the
Lend of September and into the beginning of October with people

saying they have seen groups of ladybirds gathering in the corners
of their windows and some warm places. This is quite a common
occurrence; if there
are a lot of ladybirds
about and we
suddenly get a bit of
a cold snap they
huddle together to
keep warm and the
corners of windows
facing the sun are
definite favourites.

A

Ladybirds are quite remarkabile little insects and fit very well into the group
of creatures which can be classed as friends to farmers and gardeners.
The reason being their main food is aphids, one of the three main pests
of farmers and growers, the other two being slugs and flea beetles. We
have always had our native ladybird which is bright red with seven black
spots but we are now seeing increasing numbers of an immigrant in the
form of the Asian ladybird. Some were introduced into this country to help
with aphid control and others have got carried here by the wind. It is very
easy to distinguish between the two; as | have said the native ladybird is
red with seven black spots but the Asian ladybird also known as the
harlequin ladybird, is a mixture of colours from yellow to pink, all shades
of red with random numbers of black spots from one upwards, some are
even black with red spots. All ladybirds will bite us but the Asian ladybirds
are more aggressive and do bite more frequently.

Ladybirds do hibernate through the winter in frost proof places and wake
up as the weather starts to warm, once awake and active they go in
search of food i.e. aphids. When they find some, they will mate and the
females will lay clusters of yellow eggs stuck to leaves close to a source
of aphids. After about a week the eggs hatch into larvae which are little
alligator lookalikes with ferocious appetites, growing rapidly, they keep
shedding their skins to allow for their increasing size. Once fully grown

16



the larvae develop into pupa which rest for about a week, then emerge
as a ladybird which takes but a few days to mature and achieve their full
colour and spots. In years when there are lots of aphids about the mature
ladybirds will keep on breeding and the young ones will also breed so we
can get a lot of ladybirds.

Ladybird larvae - alligator lookalike

One very memorable aphid-ladybird year was 1976; farms and gardens
were absolutely plastered with aphids. The merchants who sold agro -
chemicals sold out of insecticides with waiting lists of customers who
were rationed as any supplies became available. | remember trying to
spray a field of wheat and having to stop each time | reached the end of
the row to turn off the engine so that a seething mass of aphids could fall
out of the radiator; if | didn’t notice the engine would boil. | can’t remember
how many weeks we suffered with the aphids but as if by magic relief
appeared in the form of ladybirds, literally thousands of them eating
aphids at a rate of knots. All was fine and dandy until the ladybirds ran
out of aphids and they tried to eat us. Yes, ladybirds do bite!

Mac Beanland
17



The Tuesday Club

ur November meeting fell on Armistice Day, an appropriate date
for Will Edwards to speak to us about “What Happened to Harry”,

his great uncle who died in WWI. That was all that Will knew
about Harry and he wanted to know more.

The search started with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
Harry William Kennard was listed on the site, with his service number,
regiment, date of death and where he was buried. Of the 750,000 UK
soldiers who died in WW!I only about half have a known grave. Soldiers
who had died of their wounds would have been identified while being
cared for, whereas soldiers who died on the battle fields were less likely
to be identified. So, this gave some idea of the circumstances of Harry’s
death, but no detail. Unfortunately, the service records for WWI were
destroyed during WW2, but the medal records have survived and we
know that Harry was awarded the Star Medal, the Victory Medal and the
British War Medal. These medals were awarded for service during
specific dates and so Will was able to piece together where Harry had
fought during his time of service. Will then found a book which recounted
the stories of the field ambulances which worked on the battlefields. He
discovered that this included an extract from a diary kept by one of the
workers, which mentioned a Harry William Kennard who was caught in a
blast with his fellow soldiers on 26" May 1916, the only gunner to die that
day. He was aged 23. So, the story was now complete. Will has since
been to France to visit Harry’s grave, and is pleased that his memory will
live on and that future generations of the family will know more about him.

In December we will be holding our Christmas Lunch in the Town Hall,
and in January we have our AGM, where existing members can renew
their subscription and new members can join us.  Membership for the
year will be £30, which includes all speakers and refreshments, and
visitors will be welcome to join us for £5 per meeting. We have been
delighted to welcome many new faces to our group during 2025 and with
an impressive list of speakers lined up for 2026 we hope to see many
more. Meanwhile, we wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year. Cherry Whitby

For more details, please contact the Club Secretary
Marilyn Edwards on 01371 810555
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the GREAT
BARDFIELDcharities ‘ A N
Charity number 207305

If you live in Great Bardfield, areq group
or organisation benefiting Great Bardfield
residents then you are eligible to
apply for financial assistance.

For more information pleasegcontactionelofftheliliustees:
Pat Coles - 013714810995, MickiGell -104371881110:1:1'3
Nick Holland - 077957280647, Annika Woodcock: 107900491636
Cathy Stuttle - 07711 8809655 ReviAlexiShannon: -10:113715 810309

Or email GreatBardfieldCharities@gmail.com




Village People: Kate Fox

f the village of Great Bardfield was likened to a Swan with the beauty
Iand elegance of the long necked bird representing our historic

buildings and stunning vistas, then a major part of the powerhouse
beneath the water would be
Kate Fox, quietly and
industriously working away to
maintain the smooth running
of so much of our community.

In 1983 Kate and her
husband lan came upon
Great Bardfield “by Ilucky
chance and as soon as we
arrived here we knew it was
the place we wanted to live”.
They moved to Great
Bardfield with their young son
and within a few years both
lan’s parents and Kate’s had
also moved to the village.
Straight away Kate and lan
wanted to contribute to the
community, Kate served on the School PTA, lan joined the Bardfield
Players as a set builder and they made many really good friends and
were fortunate to have wonderful neighbours in the village. Sadly lan, a
skilled electrician, died in 2018, the couple having thoroughly enjoyed
their life together in Great Bardfield and lan is fondly remembered by
many in the village today.

Kate in her home office

Having responded to an advert in the BT, Kate started as Parish Clerk in
1989. Originally the role was quite small but over the 36 years has grown
almost out of recognition to a “full-on job because of the amount of
knowledge needed, the training required and exams you have to take”.
Kate studied for four years to attain her Certificate in Local Council
Administration (similar to a degree), and then every year she undertakes
training to keep herself up-to-date with new statutes and Local Council
regulations. It is Kate’s knowledge of law and finance and her dedication

20



to the role that enables Great Bardfield Parish Council to retain its status
as a ‘Quality Parish Council’.

Part of the responsibility of the
Clerk is the Community
Information Point (CIP) which
was set up with a grant from
Essex County Council in 2002.
The CIP is next to the Town
Hall and open Thursday and
Saturday 10.00am - 12.00
noon. Apart from free recycling
bags and dog poo bags the CIP
holds a wealth of information,
local maps and memorabilia. If
you have a question for the
Parish Council, it is staffed by
Councillor lain Graham and the
Annual Report is also available.
In addition, any of the past films
(DVD) shown by the Bardfield
Cinema Club are available to
hire for just £1, proceeds going back to the cinema club.

Great Bardfield CIP

As if Kate wasn’t busy enough, she is also Treasurer of The Bardfield
Players and advertising editor for the BT. Kate particularly enjoys
volunteering in the community bookshop, Between the Lines. She loves
cooking, principally French cuisine, delighting in several food based
holidays in France. She is an avid reader having been a member of the
same book club for 15 years!

With her contribution to so many aspects of our community Kate truly is
an integral cog in the machine that is Great Bardfield.
Helen McGlynn

Do you know someone that we could include in this section of the
magazine? Would you like to write an article about a friend or
family member or simply suggest someone, allideas are gratefully
received bv the editor.

21



Finchingfield and District Royal British Legion
® . Presents

. |
‘\Q&v TO 55& ""
THE LONDON
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS @
o

£20 PER PERSON
(]

LEAVE AT SATURDAY

3pM | 13TH

DECEMBER

PICK UP AND RETURN
TO FINCHINGFIELD
P GREEN

CONTACT US ON

FACEBOOK OR CALL

IVAN ON 07525751179 TO
BOOK YOUR TICKET

A £10 deposit PP will be
required when booking




Town Hall Happenings

s we look forward to
Christmas the Town Hall will
be busy.

On 4t 5% and 6™ December
Bardfield Players will be presenting
a Murder Mystery. Also, on 5%
Bardfield Primary School will be
visiting to see the annual
pantomime arranged by the PTA.
On Monday 8" we have our annual Carol Concert with Bardfield Brass
and Bardfield Choir. Everyone welcome with mulled wine and mince pies.

Looking forward to 2026 we have a Quiz Night on 21t March. Art Show
24" and 25" May. We are also arranging “An Audience with Henry VIII”
in April and looking forward to the return of “Ben Waters and his band” on
24" Qctober.

Don’t forget our new website www.greatbardfieldtownhall.com to see
updates, events and contact details.

Finally, | would like to thank our committee members, caretaker and hall
users for their help and time during the past year. Have a Happy
Christmas and a good New Year.

John Maidman
Chair Great Bardfield Town Hall

Royal British Legion
Finchingfield and District Branch

Carol Service 6 December 3pm

This year we are again hosting a Carol Service on behalf of the “C”
Group in Finchingfield Church. As last year, we will be supported
by our local choir Singing4All and some of our local schools will be
performing. We warmly welcome all families to this service.
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http://www.greatbardfieldtownhall.com/

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH

Braintree Road, Great Bardfield
E mail celestineiheme2016@gmail.com

Sunday Mass -9.30 am

Weekday Services
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.30 am
Rosary and Holy Hour - following Friday Mass
Carol Service

shared with St Mary’s 21 December 2025

All welcome

24
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Welcome Back Mac

From smokestacks
to haystacks

P My farming life

Ed: I'm sure everyone was pleased to read Nature Notes in this edition of
the BT and to welcome Mac Beanland back to our wonderful group of
contributors after an iliness. His book ‘From smokestacks to haystacks’
is available from the bookshop Between the Lines for £9.99, a perfect

Christmas gift!



From the Vicarage...

ne of the delightful fixtures of the Advent and Christmas seasons
Ois the Nativity Play. Whether this takes place in school, church,

hall or even outside, and whether it takes the form of a traditional
retelling of the events of the first Christmas, or whether it takes a fresh
perspective, it requires more than one person. Helpfully, the cast size can
often be flexible, with variable numbers of angels, shepherd and magi
(the Bible only tells us that they brought three gifts!), and sometimes parts
for animals too, but there is a minimum number greater than one, and the
role which is the most important is the one without any lines — indeed, it’'s
often taken by a doll!

Christmas is therefore a good time for us to remember the value of
cooperation. Each person (and indeed animal!) had an important part to
play in the events of Jesus’ birth: the hospitable inn keeper who provided
space in the stable even though the inn was full; the donkey (not
mentioned in the Bible, but a fixture of the tradition!) carrying Mary to
Bethlehem; the angels announcing the news of what had taken place; the
shepherds and magi responding, and representing firstly the people into
which Jesus was born, and secondly the nations of the wider world; the
animals who found themselves having to give up their feeding trough,
traditionally shown as offering the adoration of all creatures before their
Creator; Joseph the protector of the Holy Family; and Mary, the one
whose willingness to follow God’s request made her the one to bring the
Holy Child into the world. The plan of God we see unfolding in our nativity
plays is one in which everyone has something important to do, everyone’s
contribution is valuable. And God himself says nothing at all — ‘How
silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given,” says a favourite carol.
The wordlessness of the infant Jesus (which depends not on whether we
take literally that line from Away in a Manger saying ‘No crying he makes’)
affirms the value of our lives and actions. As the cast of the nativity draws
around the manger, God’s presence brings their parts into harmony with
one another, not by dictating, but through the magnetic pull of love. As we
gather in communities and families this Christmas-tide, may our acts of
gathering in adoration draw all our parts in the drama of the human story
into harmony with one another, as we sing, ‘O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.’

Rev’d/Fr Alex
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St. Mary’s Church
Great Bardfield

MUNCHKINS
Baby & TOddIer

Every Tuesday morning

In Church from 10 am

Come and join us for stories, singing and
refreshments

We look forward to you seeing you.
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Services for December 2025 & January 2026

Saturday 6 December
3pm RBL District Carol Service — Finchingfield

Sunday 7 December — Second Sunday of Advent
9am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Cornish Hall End
9.30am Morning Prayer — Shalford
10.30am Sung Communion Service — Great Bardfield
11am Prayer & Pilgrimage (Celtic Morning Prayer) — Wethersfield
4pm Sung Compline — Little Bardfield

Sunday 14 December — Third Sunday of Advent
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Shalford
9.30am Children’s Carol Service — Finchingfield
10.30am Morning Prayer — Great Bardfield
11am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Wethersfield
4pm Sung Evensong — Great Bardfield
6pm Carol Service — Wethersfield

Sunday 21 December — Fourth Sunday of Advent
9am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Finchingfield
9.30am Morning Prayer — Shalford
10.30am Sung Communion Service — Great Bardfield
11am Crib Service — Wethersfield
3pm Joint Churches Carol Service — Great Bardfield
6pm Carol Service — Cornish Hall End

Christmas Eve
3pm Crib Service — Finchingdfield
3pm Christingle Service — Great Bardfield
5pm Carols by Candlelight — Shalford
9pm ‘Early’ Midnight Mass — Little Bardfield
11.30pm Midnight Mass — Wethersfield

Christmas Day
9am Family Communion Service — Cornish Hall End
9.30am Family Communion Service — Shalford
10.30am Family Communion Service — Great Bardfield
11am Family Communion Service — Finchingfield



Friday 26 December — St Stephen
10am Communion Service with hymns — Shalford

Sunday 28 December — St John the Evangelist (transferred)
10.30am Benefice Communion Service — Cornish Hall End
2.30pm Carols in the Cowshed — Boydells Dairy Farm

Sunday 4 January — The Feast of the Epiphany (transferred)
9am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Cornish Hall End
9.30am Morning Prayer — Shalford
10.30am Sung Communion Service — Great Bardfield
11am Prayer & Pilgrimage (Celtic Morning Prayer) — Wethersfield
4pm Sung Compline — Little Bardfield

Sunday 11 January — The Baptism of Christ / Plough Sunday
9.30am Benefice Communion Service — Little Bardfield
We warmly encourage members of our community to join the Plough
Sunday service and celebrations at Thaxted Parish Church at 11am this
Sunday.
4pm Sung Evensong — Finchingfield

Sunday 18 January — The Second Sunday of Epiphany
and the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
9am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Finchingfield
9.30am Morning Prayer — Shalford
10.30am Sung Communion Service — Great Bardfield
11am Family Service — Wethersfield

Sunday 25 January — The Conversion of St Paul
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) — Great Bardfield
9.30am Parish Communion Service — Shalford
10.30am Morning Prayer — Great Bardfield
11am Family Communion Service — Wethersfield

Reqular Services and Events during the week

Monday
8.45am Morning Prayer — Finchingfield
1.30pm ‘Faithful Fiction’ book club (1st weeks)
Between the Lines, Great Bardfield
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Tuesday
8.45am Morning Prayer — Great Bardfield
10am Baby & Toddler Group — Great Bardfield
‘St Mary’s Munchkins’ story & song time with refreshments

Thursday
8.45am Morning Prayer — Wethersfield
10am Prayer Group (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks)
Coffee Morning (2nd & 4th weeks) — Shalford
Coffee Morning (3rd week) — Cornish Hall End
10.30am Eucharist — Little Bardfield

Friday
8.45am Morning Prayer — Shalford

Saturday
10.30am (3 weeks) Coffee Morning — Wethersfield

New community pavilion now fully open!

Sm!ab!é for: 447 AN
- . Children’s parties (adjacent to safe children’s area)
‘¢ Exercise groups
o Meetings
e Musical group rehearsals

...and many, many more......
Facilities include:

o Fully heated

Small kitchen facilities

Tables and chairs

Toilets and washing facilities
Plenty of parking, with easy access.

For details of hiring including hiring rates, or for a viewing,
please contact Lily Purcell (caretaker) on 07808 079877

The Pavilion Committee
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KILLED
THE
FARMER?

By Chris Martin

“A MURDER
MOST FOWL” SN
Ay S
AN INTERACTIVE MURDER MYSTERY EVENING—
ARE YOU DETECTIVE MATERIAL?

4TH, 5TH AND 6TH DECEMBER 2025,
DOORS OPEN 7.00PM—SLEUTHING STARTS 7.30PM

CLUES-BAR-SNACKS-RAFFLE!

BARDFIELD TOWN HALL
£10 PER TICKET www.ticketsource.co.uk/bardfield-players
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Time for You...

With julie

Newly opened: Holistic Therapies available locally at my treatment
room in Great Barofleld, Blush Beauty at The Blue Egg, and (by
arvangement) local home visits, So if You feel you would benefit
from Reflexology), ndian Head Massage or Hopl Ear Candles, please
do get tn toueh today to book Your appointment,

( Look forward to meeting you! =

Julle - OF9e67F 989124

Jullepavitt24 @gwail.com

BETWEEN THE LINES

Your independent local bookshop

We offer a wide range of classic and
contemporary fiction and non-fiction for
all ages, plus cards, beautiful stationery
and wrapping paper.

Tea and coffee served daily.

Help to support independent bookshops
by using www.hive.co.uk for your online
book shopping.

Open 10.00am to 4.00pm every day
including weekends.

Between the Lines, The Old Post Office, High St, Gt Bardfield, Braintree, Essex CM7 4SP.
Tel: 01371810087 Email: booksbetweenthelines@gmail.com
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Brook Street Deli

Cheeses, Pies and
Cooked Meats

Sourdough on Fridays and other fresh
bread on Saturday

|

Opening Times —
Wednesday — Friday 9.00am — 5.00pm
Saturday — Sunday 9.30am — 3.00pm

Brook Street

Butchers
brookstreetbutcher@gmail.com 01371 810236
S Now taking orders for Christmas z
| — |  P—
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday 08:30 — 17:30 Friday 08:30 — 18:00
Wednesday 08:30 — 18:00 Saturday 08:00 — 16:30

Thursday 08:30 — 18:00 Sunday 09:00 — 15:00
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Help Us Bloom!
The Bardfield Quakers are transforming our historic garden into a

haven of blossom, wildlife and peace - and you can be part of it!
Join our Silent Auction now and bid for a stunning original painting by
acclaimed East Anglian artist Paul Evans or donate to our GoFundMe
page. Every pound raised will help transform our community garden for
everyone to enjoy.

Scan the code above, or go to bardfieldquakers.org.uk to learn more.

Let the oil lady look ofter
your heating oil needs.

OIL LADY

SYNDICATE BUYING POWER

Heating oil for homes and fuel for commercial properties in Essex and surrounding counties.
Syndicate buying saves money and we always give you our best price every time, no hassle or
need to haggle. We are reducing the number of heavy goods vehicles in our tranquil villages.
Why not join your friends and neighbours saving money, syndicate membership is free and with
weekly orders we have low cost heating oil when you need it.

t. 01371 238080 www.theoillady.co.uk
Croft House, Spains Hall Road, Cornish Hall End CM7 4HT e. info@theoillady.co.uk
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4 Tool & Equlpment Hire 4
o h Open Mon - Fri 7:30 - 17:00 -~@&" ﬁ

Access Equipment - Plant - Power & Lighting - Electrical Tools -
Gardening Equipment - Petrol/Diesel Generators - Cement Mixers
- General Building & Decorating - Drilling, Breaking & Fixing

FLo [GAS

Our Full Range Of Equipment Is
Available For Hire Now
Weekend Hire Rates Available

Unit 4, Hoblongs Industrial Estate,
Chelmsford Road, Great Dunmow,

CM6 1JA | 01371 700727 ;
n 727 Tool Hire




THE RETREAT
Beauty and Holistic

SPA

Hidden away in the
Essex countryside...

Massacge
Facials
Halistic treatments
Manicures/Pedicures
Tanning/Waxin

TR SaaAG 9 Call 01371 878989

or visit

waerw.ineretreatspo.co.uk

Spa Garden

Barrel Sauna
Hydrothercpy Pool
Slipper baths
Relaxation suite
Private hire

...a haven from the
bustie of daily living

Kitten and Hare ustainable hair salon
based in Great Bard
Founded by Husband and Wife
with a lot of lov
A family-run business with a warm
atmosphere, cool interiors, and friendly
personable service.
is the salon where everyone is welcome.
Good vibes only.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Yo

@ldtlenandhare

N

www.kittenandhare.co.uk We are a sustainable, v

X

intree road
t Bardficld
cmy Arn

9-7
09-6

Closed

~friendly salon complete with a shampoa refill point.



s % Save the date'%

l-AlRY HALL

£ at Fairy Hall Animal Feeds %, charity
‘;Tmﬂfd ceoq® 20th November 2025 "afﬁe'
wine @D gam - 4pm %Ié‘ hrey,
s come along in for a day full of  oming g
ﬂ;fhwxs ﬂuﬁm =% festive fun! g{f"‘ﬁ;
PP e shop! nds 1

l .
Animal feed enquiries conlact us on: . Fairy Hall, Fairy Hall
No: 07485001742 .“ . Ln, Rayne, Brainiree
Email: info@fairyhallanimalleeds.co.uk CM770TA

BARDFIELD
COUNTRY INTERIORS

IDecorative items for the home
Hand painted furniture
Stockist for Frenchic Paint

Frenchfb
Furmiture Faints

PROUD
- - - ST ST

Iron Orchid Design, decorative tranfers, e

stamps and moulds

Little Greene Paint co

The Old Stores, High st, Gt Bardfield ChI7 4SP
01371 810110 or OF837 606631

B.L RYMAN
PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

-PLUMBING AND HEATING

-SHOWER AND BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
-WALL AND FLOOR TILING

-GENERAL MAINTENANCE/ 24dHR CALLOUT

LOCAL QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1971
TEL 07867804814
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HOW MUCH MONEY DO I NEED TO
RETIRE?

COULD | RETIRE SOONER THAN |
THINK?

IS HMRC SET TO INHERTIT MORE
THAN MY LOVED ONES?

Stop guessing about your future.
Start planning it.

Senior Partner Practice

St

Call Rory for an informal chat today

07379 227 131 rory.hitchcock@sjpp.co.uk
]ames S % 01245 522 130 www.watchhousefp.co.uk
Place
Retirement Tax efficient Succession &
planning investment Inheritance
management planning

" WATCH HOUSE

' “INANCIAL PLANNING

Watch House Financial Planning Limited is an Appointed Representative of and represents
only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth
management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website
https://www.sjp.co.uk/products. The 'St. James's Place Partnership' and the titles 'Partner' and
'Partner Practice' are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives.
SJP Approved 19/11/2025




» PLUMBING
» KITCHENS

Ll LA » BATHROOMS
Property Maintenance » PLASTERING

Julian Peer
OoLD COTTAGE
BRICK KILN GREEN = BLACKMORE END = ChNM7 40T
ipeer2@hotmail.co.uk

M: O7814 996256

AN ESSENTIAL FITNESS FUN CLASS

starts again on 6th January 9.30 to 10.30 in
GREAT BARDFIELD TOWN HALL
A complete exercise class to benefit the Young at Heart at
an easy to follow pace

Your first class is free then it's £10 per class paid monthly

EASTERN LARAGE

WETHERSFIELD ROAD - FINCHINGFIELD
01371810238

e-mail info@easterngarage.net

Most Makes of Car Serviced and Repaired by our Highly Experienced Staff
While - U - Wait Services - MOT with FREE re-test
FREE checks of Tyres, Batteries and Exhausts
FREE Accident Repair Estimates
FREE local Collection and Delivery of Vehicles
Spare Parts for Most Vehicles Availahle
24 Hour Breakdown and Recovery service

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR LOCAL GARAGE

MOT Testing
Slation
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Parent Support

Finchingfield, Essex
4 ’ . ¢ Challenging behaviour
Your famity ran, professinal chimeey sweeps!
ﬁ, 7" / 4 ¢ School avoidance

« Chimney and Flue sweeping e Teen tensions SEILEEN HARTETHERAPY
. Mmmm, « Parent exhaustion FollowiMe On Instagrm
« Wood burning stoves * Emtpy nest syndrome
: AQWRRbWS Sessions takeg Place in our authentic Yurt,
« Birds Nest Removal surrounded by nature and our
 CCTV inspections t hbred herd
o Pre-install sweeping i 4 i

Any active chimney/flue (lined or unlined) should be swept at
least once a year to ensure it is safe and working efficiently.

To book in or for any advice on your appliance

please visit our website or contact us by phone or y
email Rates from £60 per hour face to face
: Options available to work with the herd

www.srsweeps.co.uk srsweeps@outlook.com Enquiries: eileenhartetherapy@gmail.com

07518 690 544 BACP member. Adlerian Psychotherapist

Suppliers & Installers of DOMEXTRA & TOUCAN Water Softeners

* Service & Repair » Filters « Taps « Salt Tablets

We are a family run business, established in 1994 by lan & Alicia Holmes.
Our Director, lan Holmes. has been working in the
Water Softening industry for over 30 years.

Tel: 01371 810406 E-mail: iholmeswss@aol.com

www.lanholmeswatersofteners.co.uk
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SIMM®NS

ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified electrician based in Hellions Bumpstead, serving the local area,
Cambridgeshire, Suffolk & Essex.

® 24 Hr Emergency Callout ¢ Maintenance, testing and inspection
e Fault finding ® Indoor & outdoor installations —
o Part/Full Rewires Lights, sockets, switches

e Fuse board replacement

All aspects of electrical work carried out, installation, repair and maintenance
All work is insured and guaranteed

. Mobile : 07910 708728
r@ O Linkead E-mail : ian.electrical1@gmail.com

Gainsford Hall
Workshop

GAINSFORD END, TOPPESFIELD CO9 4EJ
gainsfordhallworkshop @outlook.com

=R = 2] D

CAR & LIGHT COMMERCIAL  AIR CONDITIONING TYRES & MOT WHEEL BALANCING
VEHICLE SERVICING EXHAUSTS TESTING & ALIGNMENT
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KRW %}

Tree Care

01371 810035
07812 984875

www.rockguitartech.co.uk

%% LOCAL SERVICES FOR ACOUSTIC
% & ELECTRIC GUITAR PLAYERS
%‘% Set Ups, Repairs, Modifications, Re-finished

E-mail rocktechguitar@gmail.com

Ty T
56> 50>

GREAT BARDFIELD PRE SCHOOL

Situated within the Great Bardfield Primary School grounds,

the Pre School aims to provide a friendly environment which

is rich in learning experiences to encourage physial, creative,
imaginative and social play.

We open for 5 morning sessions a week for
Children aged 2 74 to 4 years.

If you would like to come and see our facilities and meet our
friendly experienced staff please contact the
Pre School Supervisor,
Kathy King, on 01371 811580
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GRAY
& CO

ESTATE AGENTS

Great Bardfield

Your LOCAL Estate Agent

Valuations Sales Mortgages
Letting & Management

www.grayandcompany.co.uk
enquiries@grayandcompany.co.uk
01371 810154




Sar Care by

All carried out by a fully
: \ qualified nurse with many % Sarah
: years of experience. .
A Y All in the comfort of your . )
\ own home.
S~ Call sarah: EAR IRRIGATION £55
07484716464 PRE-HEARING AID CHECK £20

R. B. GROUNDWORKS
& LANDSCAPING

SERVICES INCLUDE:

Patios - Decking - Driveways
Fencing - Drainage
Ground Clearance

Mini Digger and Driver Hire

Contact Richard Beanland
Tel: 07515 631321
email: richardbeani(@live.co.uk

/4% CHIROPODIST/ PODIATRIST

ANDREW MARLOW MSSCh MBChA

REGISTERED WITH THE HEALTH AND CARE PROFESSIONS COUNCIL

Treatment in the comfort of your own home.
SOME EVENING AND WEEKEND APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Tel. 07754 700950
e-mail amarlowfeet@outlook.com
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Anglian
Electrics

For all your Electrical Needs
e Fault Finding e Diagnosis
e Garden lights, sockets, garage, sheds, garden rooms & offices
o Faulty or New socket e Full rewire @ New Fuseboxes
e EV charging point installation

Tel: 01787 2785111 07825 348 536

www.anglianphe.co.uk e Local Family Business

@): @ 10% DISCOUNT £10 discount
<« 0 FOR OAPs if we are late for an appointment

Anglian
Plumbing

PLUMBING HEATING ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
All GAS OIL LPG & ELECTRIC - Heating Fixed Repaired or Replaced

New boilers with 10 year warranty e Landlord gas certificates
New bathrooms & kitchens designed & installed e Fault finding - no problem
Radiator Power flushing « New taps e Sinks e Baths e Leaks fixed Fast!
All work Fully guaranteed and insured

Tel: 01787 2785111 07825 348 536

www.anglianphe.co.uk

A @ @ 10% D2'SCOUNT £10 discount
= 0 FOR OAPs if we are late for an appointment




Janus Contract Services Limited
www.januslimited.co.uk

il . T

ANIMAL FEEDS FENCING SUPPLIES
Horse Feed Field & Garden Gates
Pet Foods Posts & Rails/Stakes
Beddings & Shavings Concrete Posts & Panels
Wild Bird Foods Electric Fencing

Bird Feeders Rabbit Netting

Chicken Feed Sleepers

Free Delivery Delivery & Installation

Mounts Farm, Shalford Road, Rayne, CM77 6XA. (01376) 342111

Support Workers

Do you want a job that is different every day?
Do you want opportunities to develop and progress?

We are looking for enthusiastic and hardworking people to
join our teams in Thaxted, Silver End and Cressing.

In this rewarding role, you will support young adults with
autism, learning disabilities and complex behaviours to
lead fulfilled and independent lives.

No experience necessary.

Benefits include competitive pay with enhanced night rates,
and ongoing training program.

email: recruitment@zerothreecarehomes.co.uk

For an informal chat call Jade or Michelle on 01376 574150 or
www.zerothreecarehomes.co.uk
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Care in the Heart
of your Own Home

Are you or an elderly loved one looking for
extra care and support at home in Bardfield or the
surrounding areas? Then our local carers are here to help.

Novus Care is regulated by the Care Quality Commission and can
provide a qualified carer to support your loved one in their own
home from just 30 mins per week to full-time live in care.

For more information or to arange a free assessment, please contact the Novus Care Team on:
T: 01268 960286 | E: hello@novus-care.com| W: novus-care.com

EXECUNVE CARS

0797 972124

Aimorts - Theatre - Bvents — Days Out
Local / Netiorwide
Call for a Conrpetitive Quate
Reliable Friendly, Local Lady Drivers
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BARDFIELD

Christmas Wine and
Wool Sale

Saturday 13tht" & Sunday 14t
December 10- 4pm

¢ Wine and Alpaca wool /‘

for sale with discounts 2-

¢ Christmas wreaths for
sale made by our
Keep Growing project

www.greatlodge.co.uk www.Instagram.com/greatlodge
email: office@greatlodge.co.uk 01371 811398
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The
ROSE GARDEN
FLoris™
BEAUTIFUL BESPOKE FLOWERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

PLEASE CALL US ON 01371 811102 OR ORDER
VIA OUR WEBSITE
WWWTHEROSEGARDENFLORISTS.CO.UK

R e R e S S S

THIE BLUL EGG, BRAINTRELE ROAD,
GREAT BARDEIELD, ESSEX CM7 4PY

Claires
Mobile hairdressing

Covering Great Bardfield and surrounding areas
15 years + experience
Offering a friendly and reiable home service
protective equipment worn and equipment sterilised

Please contact Claire on

07545913853




Zoey, Scott and the Team are delighted
to unveil a lunch and dinner service
THE BELL INN following the renovation of their kitchen.
GREAT BARDFIELD
Opening Times Wednesday to Saturday
Lunch Service: 12pm to 3pm
Dinner Service: 5.30pm to 8.30pm
Pub opens at 12 noon Mon. to Sun. — see website for details

The Bell looks forward to inviting both familiar faces and new
visitors to experience a leisurely lunch or hearty dinner — or
simply a drink by the fire. Alongside the varied menu guests can
continue to enjoy the Bell’'s welcoming atmosphere, well-kept
local ales, fine Bardfield Vinyard wines and the character that
makes The Bell Inn a true community hub.
01371782030
info@thebellinngreatbardfield.co.uk www.thebellinngreatbardfield.co.uk

GREAT BARDFIELD
ESSEX

\ egg | CM7 4PY

SHOP | EAT | PLAY | EXPLORE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ON VISITING TIMES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE BELOW. t|']e BRAINTREE RD
blue

SHOP | SALO

THE BLUE GG . = . T PO0R ARTA |
ANIMALS AND MORE

CAFE| FLORIST |

KNEAD FOOD . THE ROSE GARDEN . RUSROFRRS

GARDEN CENTRE CHILDREN' NURSERY |

PLANTS O BARDFIELD MONTESSORI O BUTTEZHANK

shop@theblueegg.co.uk www.theblueegg.co.uk 01371 811716
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== 3
W.Hutley Ltd

GROUNDWORK & BRICKWORK ‘
CONTRACTORS

FOUNDATIONS

& GROUNDBEAMS.
ALL ASPECTS OF PAVING.
DRAINAGE & WATER MAIN
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS.

DRAIN CLEARANCE.

NEW SEPTIC TANKS

& MAINTENANCE.

Tel: O1371 820227

Mob: 07899 958 990
whutleygroundworks.co.uk

Countryside
Services

oil boilers « heating . tanks

« Servicing - Breakdowns
« Commissioning « Oil Tanks

James Yearley M: 07734 801066
E: countryside.services @hotmail c8896

52



Bell Fencing

Equestrian [ Agricultural () Commercial [[] Domestic

www.bellfencing.com

enquiries@bellfencing.com | 07786 914823

- WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHY

CAPTURING YOUR MOST VALUED MOMENTS
IN PHOTOS THAT LAST A LIFETIME

Rothwells

Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning &

Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs
A few points that make us stand out,

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We're an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean
more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.

100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell
for expert help today.

01638 428 060
www.Rothwells.biz
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Braintree, Halstead & Haverhill g

Physiotherapy T
& Sports Injury Clinics o o

Reduce pain & promote healing o

Evening & Saturday .
appointments available ‘

01376 334040 .
21 Coggeshall Road, Braintree CM7 9DB
www.braintreephysiotherapyclinic.co.uk

Affordable, award winning
websites for local businesses

Whether you are selling your
products or skills on the internet
or you have a website that needs
to be made mobile-friendly, we
can help you now.

You’ll be surprised how little it
costs!

Call &) 01371810743

Electric
Websites

Please call Simon for a friendly chat and a free quote

www.electricwebsites.co.uk
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FUEL OILS LTD.
Your local answern!

Commercial and general public
welcome with easy access for all cars and vans

Yard sales from A D Fuel Oils Lid
Banters Lane, Great Leighs, Nr. Chelmsford, Essex CM3 1QX
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8am - 1pm
01245 362616 * www.adfueloils.co.uk

Products available for collection or delivery:

Petrol Paraffin Barrel dispensers
Diesel AdBlue Rotary pumps
Kerosene LPG Boiler additive
Gas Oil/Red Diesel 20 litre containers (Additive for Aga’s)
PBO 205 litre containers
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@EDEN
PRINT

Leave a La.s%in{g Impression

* Leaflets « Posters » Bookletse Signs ¢ Banners ¢ Notepads
 Custom Shape Labels * Business Card « Letterheads
* Mugs « Greetings Cards « Raffle Tickets « NCR Pads ¢ Plans

sales@eden-print.co.uk - www.eden-print.co.uk
Unit 7 Rippers Court, Sible Hedingham, Essex - 01787 469628

56



Over 20 years experience

as a qualified heating and
= plumbing engineer, based in
Great Bardfield.

HEI&T ING & PLUMBING LTD - NewBeller/Heating

Installations and
Servicing
- Boiler Breakdowns
- Bespoke Bathrooms
- Heating/Plumbing
Mobile: 07790094646 s
Email: pete@fittplumbing.co.uk - Tnstallation of O

-IE.- & A Tanks

- Unvented Systems
It’s okay not to feel okay...
would it help to talk?

Contact Pete for all enquiries:

e e e
My name is Wendy Gummins. and Im a qualified counsellor in your area.
e 2

Y,

Wen mmin:
Counscallar

Are you struggling with low mood, feeling sad, anxious, and perhaps a little
overwhelmed? You are not alone and counselling may be your first step to
feeling better. | can offer you a safe space to comfortably share and
explore how you are feeling.

You can find me on the UK Counselling Directory under Wendy Gunnnins.

Please contact
Emoail: wendy2104.wc@gmail.com
Phone: 07873 802 602
To schedule your introductory call.
*The introductory call is free.




APF e

T‘N B4(

FIREWOOD & TIMBER

www.martinballfirewood.co.uk
sales@martinballfirewood.co.uk

Office = 01799 586 513
Woodyard « 01371 830 503
Mobile «+ 07980 258 003

Blunts Farm Yard
Thaxted
CMé6 3PX
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Y
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PAT QUINN

BUILDER & CARPENTER
Services

» Home Repairs, Maintenance &
Renovations ¢Plastering *Painting
+Tiling *Kitchens *Bathrooms
*Windows & Doors *Flooring & Skirting
*Roofing, Tiling & Lead Work «Exterior
Installations and Repairs « Decking &
Pergolas eHome Offices & Sheds «All
of your carpentry and general
building needs

Contact Pat Quinn on 07916 232587 or
pwquinnltd@gmail.com

Over 40 years of experience working as a
builder and carpenter on a range of
project sizes; has vast experience working
on period properties.
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NOW OPEN

GWAL hfb\"-

FIND US BEHIND THE VINE PUB
CM7 4SR

TO BOOK CALL 07395700478

WALK INS WELCOME
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T&S Building Ltd.

01371 811 295 or 07736 334203
www.facebook.com/TSBuildingLtd
trevorbrockwell@yahoo.co.uk

General Builder
New build
Renovations

Extensions, Home Improvements,
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Wind Repairs to Roofs, chimneys and Garden Fences.

Experience at working with
Listed Buildings.

Always wanted that open plan kitchen/diner?
Why not call for a free quotation
or to discuss your ideas?

No job too small or too big.
Full public liability insurance cover.
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The perfect alternative to timber sash windows

The Bygone Collection is the flagship range of Sash Windows,
featuring the most exacting detail, innovative elements, and a
perfect finish to ensure you fit the very best sash windows you
can to your home.

Our range is designed to satisfy the requirements of modern
windows and to comply with current building regulations. But
most of all for the windows to blend seamlessly into their
surroundings and to retain the character, charm and period
feel of your home.

BYGON E To find your local Master Installer visit
COLLECTION

www.masterframe.co.uk
Tel: 01376 510410




Physics Tuition
Off mains sewers?
Relying on a septic @)wlsha" Highly experienced qualified
:?:;:;;?’;?g;t? ‘ SHMART WATER teacher and private tutor offering

one to one A level and GCSE

Trust the experts to take tuition.

care of your system.

¢ Extensive teaching and tutoring

experience across the full ability range
With over 40 years of experience in wastewater treatment we'll

kesp your system running smoothly. e Enhanced DBS certified
¢ Physics graduate and PGCE
Servicing Celebrating over 30

Repairs years installing ¢ Lessons tailored to the requirements of
ngtaliation e the individual student

Emptying and desludge

Klargester ¢ Experienced with all main exam boards
¢ Help with revision/preparation before

if you book your first service and empty with us - quote SAE40 exams

e Based in Great Bardfield

Call today to book your service or free site survey

01371 850537 info! shall.co.uk vishall.co.uk ContaCt Gary for all enquiries

¥ Traditional and rotary power sweeping
v Servicing open fires and wood burners
for maximum efficiency

- ) ¥ Nests and bee hive removal
\\ ¥ Chimney inspections with HD camera

) Y'All swept chimneys inspected.
/ v'N.C.AS. Certificates issued
d ¥ Relevant certificates for insurance
/ ’ purposes, including thatched properties

|

lo e s 2

HETAS

A ‘ S APPROVED

PUBLIC

. LIABILITY
ANDY S CHIMNEY SERVICES INSURANCE

HAWKEDON

FEDER 4.
G "1,
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Andrew Smith "'.
andrewgbsmith@gmail.com a

07485 038 299 or 01787 471 161 Dog Friendly

BER OF 77,
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$ The Hawthorns

BRAINTREE

DINE IN
WITH US

All-inclusive living at the Hawthorns retirement communities means you
can relax and enjoy restaurant-quality meals in sociable dining rooms
with no need to venture out for shopping or do the washing up.

~

Chefs use a thoughtful approach to develop nutritional and delicious
menus, offering choices at every meal to suit all tastes
and dietary requirements.

01376 778212 | hawthornsretirement.co.uk

Meadow Park | Tortoiseshell Way | Braintree ex | CM71TD
b J
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THAXTED

STOVES |«
& FIREPLACES

Beat the fuel crisis
and stay warm for less
this winter
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thaxtedstoves.com Complete installation it us, browse & get advice:

01799 599333 service from start 2 Wrights Yard, Wimbish,
Info@thaxtedstoves.com to finish Saffron Walden CB10 2XJ




ROE ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

Working for the Environment

v
ENVIRoNMENTA Family Run Business since 1953

LTD

ROE ENVIRONMENTAL LTD
TEL 01621 40704 /www.roeenca-uk

Domestic services offered:

e Septic Tank, Cesspool & Treatment Plant emptying.
e Drain blockage clearance

@ Pump repairs an.d replac_ements Please take photo
e Treatment Plant installation of me and keep
@ Servicing and maintenance on your phone
e Drain CCTV surveys and inspections
e Replacement Manhole lids / covers

o Emergency response 24/7

R8s

+E) VRS yerity

Fleet Farm, Fambridge Road, North Fambridge, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 6NB

T: 01621 740704

E: enquiries@roeenv.co.uk www.roeenv.co.uk

CODE: ROEO11
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Call for '5/"

new
members!

.

~

The Bardfield Players was established in

the 1920's - but has been managed very
successfully by lan Ruffle since 1999.

We are award winning members of the
North Essex Theatre Guild and our aim
is to put on two productions per year—
normally May and November.

We have several opportunities for:

. SetBuilders

«  Costumes/Make-up/Hair

. Stage Management

«  Actors—all abilities welcome!

We would be delighted to hear from
you—come and be part of our friendly
and dedicated troop.

For more information contact:
lan Ruffle. T: 07980 960082
:ian.ruffle@gmail.com

=20

Great Bardfield Town Hall
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Those Little Sewing Jobs?
Look No Further!

Friendly and locally based, please contact Lisa
for a free, no obligation consultation and advice.

L9pope@gmail.com 07941 129297

Blinds
Cushions
Table Runners
Napkins
Soft Furnishing Alterations
Clothes Alterations

CBaht 'S Do you want a clean oven?
\H/E N Are you too busy to spare the time?

<= Cleaning Services Let Barty’s Oven Cleaning Service help you

Call: 07837 294 686 Bringing the ‘sparkle’ back to your appliances!

Ovens ¢ Grills  Exiractors « BBQ's ® Microwaves ® Hobs
Ranges * Aga’s * replacement bulbs and filters « Combi Ovens




Are you constantly
battling with
limescale?
@ Reduces limescale @ No maintenance,

Here’s the el

. Saves money on
solution electric/gasbills (/) Justfit & forget
www.scaleinvader.com (V) Easytoinstall ) Money back
07906891667 guarantee

info@scaleinvadercom (&) Nocutting of pipe work

PLUMBING AND HEATING

Q Central heating installation and maintenance
@ Oil boiler installation, service and repair
@ Oil tank replacement

Q Unvented cylinder installation service and repair

Call P Burton on: 07906891667

RECOMMENDED 3
PLUMBER
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Mercer & Hughes ‘R%A
Veterinary Surgery WX’

Great Dunmow
01371872836

5-6 Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate
Great Dunmow CMé6 1HD

Saffron Walden Stansted

01799 522082 01279813780

14 Radwinter Road 80 Cambridge Road
Saffron Walden Stansted Mountfitchet
EssexCB11 3JB Essex CM24 8DA

Braintree
01376 743893

175 - 179 Church Lane S
Bocking Braintree Ny
Essex CM7 55G

CREDITED

paaits] 24HR EMERGENCY SERVIGE o f
www.mercerandhughes.co.uk
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K& D pamting and
:becomting Sewice

Call mobile 07501 968205
or Email robertcandler@aol.com

External and internal
MDF panelling
Rotten windows

Call IAN TIMOTHY on 01223 892027

BOILERCARE

OIL AND GAS BOILER ENGINEER

CORGI

= corGl &
@ o)
@ &
S 3
R >,
ST

2
REGISTERED

CENTRAL HEATING MAINTENANCE & REPAIR SERVICE

FOR ALL YOUR GAS & OIL BOILERS ALSO RAYBURNS

**kk*k*x
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TILING SLATING LEADWORK GUTTERING
FLAT ROOFS REPAIRS

Home: 01371 811308
Mobile: 07951 349837

PARAGON SCHOOL OF
FURNITURE RESTORATION

SHORT COURSES IN
4 Furniture Restoration
4 French Polishing

4 Scratch Repair

+ \Veneering

4 Chair Seating

+ Oll & Water Gilding
4 Gilding Restoration
4 Japanning

Furniture Restoration Classes
CALL FOR AVAILABILITY

FURNITURE RESTORATION
SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE

T: 01371 832 032 M: 07870 907 497
emalil: mail@paragoncourses.co.uk

www.paragoncourses.co.uk

Chimney Services

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFER
CHIMNEYS
Chimney-Sweeping
Stove Servicing & Maintenance
Nest Removals
CCTYV Inspections
Bird Guard & Cap Fitting
and much more

07703 740638

www.townandcountrysweeps.com

FEDERATION OF
£ P
Za 1 WNSWEEPS

71



Design - Build - l\/Iamtenance

Ponds, Streams, Waterfalls, Fountains & Wildlife Ponds
Damp & Bog gardens

Cleaning, Maintenance & Renovation service for existing Ponds

Call Keith: 07468 451416 n
Email: keith@aqualifegallery.co.uk

THAXTED BUILDERS | 7,

Est. 1966

T
Al .
=I’~:
Carpentry & Joinery - Brickwork - Lime Plastering

Roofing - Restorations of Listed Building
New Build - NHBC Registered

Phone: Robert Johnson 07802 414 051
Email: thaxtedbuilders@aol.com




KS1/KS2 TUITION
Qualified Primary School Teacher offering private tuition for
English, Maths and Science.

Personalised lessons, catering for individual needs.
Enhanced DBS certified. Based Gt. Saling
Enquiries Emma 07714939162

BELLRINGING 74 B
\7 Learn to ring the \ "
world’s biggest musical ¥, N .

instrument!

Free Lessons
All-Weather Community Activity
Centuries-Old British Skill

Multi-Generational Friendships
Adults & Children (10yrs+) Welcome

Find out more:
BardfieldBellringers@gmail.com
01371 810209 or 07795 280647

Beemanew physicalimentalls technical Shaienee taaay

Mobile Library stopping in Dunmow Road
On the following dates
11-Dec, 22-)Jan, 12-Feb, 5-Mar, 26-Mar, 16-Apr, 7-May, 28-May,
18-Jun, 9-Jul, 30-Jul, 20-Aug, 10-Sept, 1-Oct, 22-Oct, 12-Nov, 3-Dec
Between 11.10 and 11.45am

‘%Q A.KEMP GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING

Lawn Care Specialist, Cultivated Tarf Supplied and Laid, Planting and Pruning,
also Fencing, Patios & Block Paving Driveways
L]

For FREE Estimates call
ALAN on 01371 811972 or 07866 519290

Fully Insured and Qualified
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Jaggar

Each business is unigue in their requirements and needs so our services can be

VRRAARRRX

ACCOUNTANTS

A friendly and forward-thinking accountants, hased in Great Bardfield

Our Services

tailored to cover all that you need

Year-end Accounts Production
Business Tax Returns

Personal Tax Returns

VAT Returns

Payroll

Bookkeeping

Management Accounts
Business Support & Advice

jaggaraccountants.co.uk

hello@jaggaraccountants.co.uk

01371 513666
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December 2025

Monday 1
Tuesday 2"

Wednesday 3™

Thursday 4"
Friday 5"

Saturday 6%
Sunday 7t
Monday 8"
Tuesday 9t
Wednesday 10"

Friday 12t
Tuesday 16"

Wednesday 17t
Tuesday 25"

Wednesday 24"
Wednesday 315t
January 2026

Tuesday 6%

Friday 9t
Tuesday 13™

Wednesday 14"
Tuesday 20"

Tuesday 27"

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.
Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen and catering equipment, sound system

Town Hall Diary

Bardfield players
Dance fit class
Mobility & balance
Bardfield players
Pilates

Bardfield players
Play

School panto

Play

Play

Bardfield players
Town hall carols
Tuesday club
Pilates

Parish council meeting
Private booking
Cinema club
Dance fit class
Mobility & balance
Private function
Dance fit class
Mobility & Balance
Choir

Private function
Private function

Dance fit class
Mobility & balance
Choir

Cinema club
Dance fit class
Mobility & balance
Choir

Tuesday club
Parish council meeting
Dance fit class
Mobility & balance
Choir

Dance fit class
Mobility & balance
Choir

7.00pm
9.30am
10.30am
7.00pm
11.00am
7.00pm
7.00pm
12.30pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
9.00am
7.00pm
12.00am
11.00am
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.30pm
9.30am
10.30am
7.00pm
9.30am
10.30am
8.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm

9.30am
10.30am
8.00pm
7.30pm
9.30am
10.30am
8.00pm
2.00pm
7.00pm
9.30am
10.30am
8.00pm
9.30am
10.30am
8.00pm

with hearing loop, free Wi-Fi, stage and meeting rooms.

Enquiries and bookings:

bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com
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Great Bardfield Parish
Chair of the Parish Council
Clerk to the Parish Council

Councillors

Little Bardfield Parish
Chair of the Parish Council
Clerk to the Parish Council

Braintree District Council
Councillors

Uttlesford District Council
Councillor

Police

1t Finchingfield Scout Group
Bardfield Charities

Bardfield Horticultural Society
Bardfield Players

Gt Bardfield Allotments

Gt Bardfield Bell Ringers

Gt Bardfield Historical Society
Gt Bardfield Pre-School

Gt Bardfield Primary School
Muddogs Youth Football

Tuesday Club

Parish Priest Gt & Lt Bardfield
Catholic Priest

Town Hall Bookings

Refuse Collections

Bawden Room

Community Information Point
The Samaritans

Carolynne Ruffle 810986

Kate Fox clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111
Janet Dyson 07957 483207

lain Graham 07831 595555

Darren Hockley 810836

Peter Walmsley 07843 498253

Mark Wells 07788 318118

Richard Winsborough 07917462320

Andrew Davies cllr.adavies@littlebardfield-pc.gov.uk
Sophie Wolker clerk@littlebardfield-pc.gov.uk

Cllr Michael Staines 07922 487666
Cllr Mark Ault 07903 744481

Cllr Mike Tayler cllrtayler@uttlesford.gov.uk
for non-emergency enquiries dial 101

for emergency enquiries dial 999

Mark Wells 810447 mark.2millside@btinternet.com
Nick Holland 07795 280647

Linda Prior 07969 184845

lan Ruffle 810986

Adrian Thomson

Nick & Sarah Holland 810209
tim_regan82@hotmail.com

Kathy King 811580
admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk 810252
Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007
www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk

Marilyn Edwards mazjedwards@yahoo.co.uk

Fr Alex Shannon 810309/07483 878659

Fr Celestine 810428/07440 394171
bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com

Gt Bardfield Tuesdays from 7.00am

Lt Bardfield Thursdays from 7.00am

Every Sunday & Bank Holiday from Easter

to the end of September 2.00 - 4.00pm

Thursday & Saturday 10.00am - 12.00 noon 811975
01245 357357
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ARTISTS OF GREAT BARDFIELD John Aldridge

ohn Aldridge cycled into Great Bardfield in 1933. He lived in Place House,

then known as ‘The Place’, until his death in 1983. Like the other artists

who came to live in Bardfield over the years, he was inspired by the

surrounding countryside, the village houses and farm buildings, and the
people. His own house and the beautiful garden he created there feature in many
of his works. The Bawden Room, adjacent to the Town Hall, houses the village
collection of work by the Bardfield Artists. It is curated and run by the Historical
Society and we are delighted to have received an extremely generous gift of two
oil paintings, one by Duffy Ayres who lived in Ethel House and the other a view of
Beslyns Pond by John Aldridge, a detail of which is above — the vibrant and varied
shades of green and the reflected light are characteristic of his work. Both
paintings will shortly be on display in the Bawden Room which is open, free, on
Sundays and Bank Holidays from 2-4pm from Easter to the end of September, or
by appointment. There are regular group walks and talks about the artists starting
from the Bawden Room — to book a group of between 6 and 15 email
drianetdyson@gmail.com. The Historical Society is interested in purchasing
works of the artists to add to their collection, with professional valuation.



mailto:drjanetdyson@gmail.com
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Great Bardfield Town Hall
Doors Open 7.30pm Film Starts 8.00pm

Members free Non-members £7

Friday MICHAEL CAINE
December 12t [:l[A JACKSON
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