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Editorial

Eagle-eyed readers will have noticed that there was a printer’s error 
in the ordering of the pages in last month’s magazine with the 
result that some items were missing. Sadly, this included the lovely 

tribute to Valerie Clift from her family which you will find on page 12 
of this issue. There has never been such an error before and the printer 
has apologised.

Although the landscape still looks bare and wintry there are signs 
that spring isn’t far away with the verges full of snowdrops and aconites 
and the yellow lambs’ tails of hazel catkins brightening the hedgerows. 
We look forward to the Horticultural Society’s Spring Show on March 
25th, always a colourful occasion. 

The Primary School PTA are delighted at the generous response to 
their appeal in the last BT, see their letter on p.7. Also in this issue we have 
an update on the events planned for the Coronation of King Charles III 
in May. Don’t forget to book your table for the Town Hall Quiz on March 
11th, and of course our wonderful Bardfield Players will be performing 
Dirty Dusting at the end of March – don’t miss it!

It's exciting that the Cinema club are showing the excellent film 
Drawn to War about the life of artist Eric Ravilious. Eric and his wife Tirzah 
lived in Brick House with Edward and Charlotte Bawden for a time in the 
early 1930s. When war broke out in 1939 Eric and Edward became war 
artists. It’s an interesting and moving story. Look out for the parts of the 
film that were shot in Great Bardfield.

Finally, we have just been informed of an application to BDC on behalf 
of Three Mobile Phone Network to erect a 15m Telecommunications 
Mast at Mill Road beside the village greens and close to the school in 
the heart of the Conservation Area of our historic village. This is clearly 
inappropriate and the Parish Council will be objecting in the strongest 
possible terms. The closing date for objections is March 13th. Details 
can be found on planning@braintree.gov.uk The Reference number is: 
23/00363/T56.

Janet Dyson
Editor
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Dear Editor,
Congratulations on the continued production of the Bardfield Times 
magazine. We look forward to receiving it every month. It is an asset to the 
village – a credit to all the team that work so hard to produce it.
Please keep it going.
Tony Hayward
Editor: Thank you Tony, it’s a real team effort and good to be appreciated! 
Your loyal readers have fond memories of your Countrywise page that you 
wrote for the BT for so many years!

Hello everyone,
The time has come again for me to tell 
you about our next production which is 
called 'Dirty Dusting'.

We will be performing the play on 
Thursday 30th March, Friday 31st March 
and Saturday 1st April, in the Town Hall.

Tickets are £8.50 and are available online from –
www.ticketetsource.co.uk/bardfield-players

It is a comedy about three elderly office cleaners who are faced 
with redundancy, but who come up with a scheme to make some 
extra cash before they lose their jobs.

It is a very funny play that has sexual references throughout, 
and so is not suitable for children.

As always everyone has been working very hard in all aspects 
of the production from controlling finances to set building, sound 
recording, lighting, acting, publicity, directing, bar preparation  
etc etc.

We have a brilliant group of people, and as always I am very 
grateful to them.

If you have any difficulties, please get in touch with me 
07980960082
Ian R

  
  

Great Bardfield Primary School  

Presents: 
  

‘‘AA  SSpprriinngg  CCoonncceerrtt’’  
 

We would like to invite senior 
members of the community to a 

celebration of singing and musical 
talent followed by tea and cake in  

the school hall on 

MMoonnddaayy  2277tthh  MMaarrcchh  
11..3300ppmm  

   Please ring or email the school office to confirm your seat. 

Tel: 01371 810252    
Email: admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk 
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Great Bardfield Primary School 
As we approach the half-term break and the midway 

point of the academic year, here at Great Bardfield Primary 
School, it is a time for us to reflect and take stock. 

A primary school is one of the busiest places you can 
imagine; time often appears to move at double speed and 
a hundred and one things are packed into each day amidst the main 
business of teaching and learning. At this half-way mark, it is important to 
reflect on how far we have come, as well as making exciting plans for the 
rest of the year.

When I pause to reflect on the year so far I am, as ever, immensely 
proud of our children. They are hard-working, full of enthusiasm for 
learning and an absolute joy to be around. This year we have two 
excellent Year 6 Ambassadors who, along with our brilliant Year 6 Prefects, 
ensure our school is represented positively to all who visit. They enable 
the smooth running of lunchtimes and assemblies with their support 
and are excellent role models to the rest of the school. We have a pro-
active School Council who meet regularly to discuss what the children 

would like to change or improve at school and we now also have a very 
busy Eco-Council who, over the course of the year, lead campaigns to 
avoid waste, encourage recycling and save resources such as water and 
electricity within school. Next month, the children are hosting a Spring 
Concert which will be an opportunity for members of our community to 
come and enjoy listening to them perform songs and music along with 
enjoying tea and a slice of cake. If you would like to attend, please have 
a look at the flyer contained within this edition for more information.

This month, we celebrated NSPCC Number Day which gave us all an 
opportunity to reflect on 
the important work that 
the charity does in helping 
children. This year, our 
theme was money and 
careers and the children 
came to school dressed 
ready for their future career, 
as well as taking part in 
lots of different activities 
throughout the day. We had 
such an amazing variety 
of outfits; archaeologists, 
popstars, museum guides, 
doctors, pilots, zoo 
keepers, builders, fashion 
designers, authors, actors, 
professional sports people 
and thankfully a healthy 
number of teachers! 

At this mid-point of 
our school year, I have also 
been reflecting on how fortunate our children are to have such wonderful 
teachers and support staff. In a small school such as ours, the daily demands 
on every single member of my staff are exceptional. Each member of the 
team wears so very many different ‘hats’ at any one time but without 
fail, they always rise to whatever the challenge involves; supporting and 
encouraging each other to make sure our children get the very best 
experiences. As a Headteacher, I am truly blessed to be surrounded by such 

Great Bardfield's next pilot
Year 6 calculating how to spend a £90K salary
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wonderful team mates. 
You will have no doubt 

seen the letter from our 
PTA in the February issue 
of the Bardfield Times. I 
would like to take this 
opportunity to personally 
thank them for their tireless 
work to raise funds for our 
children. I would also thank 
every single individual, 
group, charity and business 
for their support of our 
school. Whether it be with 
attending events or with donations of resources, money or time, I would 
like to say a heartfelt thank you to you all. Everything our PTA do is in order 
to improve things for our children and in these difficult financial times I am 
truly grateful for your help and support. 

This time of year is also a time of reflection for our parents. We will 
soon be sending home important reports which reflect on the academic 
progress and attainment the children have made so far. These are sure 
to be full of glowing praise and successes (along with a few important 
next steps) and while it is important to celebrate these achievements, it is 
equally important that we look beyond the academic accomplishments of 
our children. Last week, I was so very proud to present three Headteacher 
Awards in assembly. These were given, not for academic achievement, but 
for the continued kindness and care the recipients had shown towards 
another pupil. If we can send our children off to their next school as 
responsible, respectful and reflective members of the community, we will 
have been successful in our mission. 

Finally, as I reflect on being halfway through my first year of headship, 
I am humbled by the support and gratitude which I continue to receive 
from the children, staff, governors, parents and our wider community. The 
role of Headteacher is a demanding one but every morning as I drive into 
this beautiful village, I feel genuinely blessed to be a part of this wonderful 
school and its fantastic children. 
Liz Crow
Headteacher

Year 2 playing money themed games
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Great Bardfield Parish Council report
Coronation Events May 2023
Arrangements are progressing for events to take place in celebration of 
the King’s Coronation. Activities and events include Window Dressing, 
Children’s Crown Competition, Awards Ceremonies and a Street Party 
as part of the national Coronation Big Lunch on Sunday 7th May. Further 
details elsewhere in this edition.

Council Tax Rises
The Parish Council have set their budget for the next financial year and 
agreed to raise our portion of the Council Tax by 3.13% from April 2023 
(which is slightly lower than the uplift made in 2022). This equates to 
an increase of £2.41 per Band D property and will enable us to maintain 
services to the Parish, taking into consideration any reduced funding 
from the District Council for services we operate on their behalf, and also 
a significant increase in energy costs in regard to street lighting and the 
new pavilion.

We understand that Essex County Council have set their Council Tax 
increase at 3.5% of which 2% is for Adult Social Care. This is less than the 
maximum 5% that County Councils are permitted to apply. The District 
Council’s council tax portion will be increased by 2.5%. It is likely that 
some services and grants to Parish Council will reduce though not until 
the following year. This may include the introduction of a charge for the 
green bin collection from 2024/25. 

Planning Applications
Millbank, Dunmow Road: variation to approved plans, to increase height 
of a proposed outbuilding to create a second floor. No objections though 
some concern about the increased height and impact on neighbouring 
properties.
8 Alienor Avenue: to erect a porch. No objection. 
Park Hall, Braintree Road: relocation and enlargement of existing pool and 
addition of a pickle ball court. No objection if the plans meet the approval 
of the historic buildings officer and to do adversely impact on the adjacent 
listed building.
1 Rutland Place, Bridge Street: replacement of sash windows to front 
elevation, with UPVC double-glazed windows. No objection if the plans 

meet the approval of the historic buildings officer regarding the use of 
UPVC in the conservation area.

Black Gables Appeal 
On 14th February we were advised of the inspector’s response 
following the appeal by the developer against an enforcement notice 
for demolition of these properties due to a breach of planning. The 
Inspector has agreed the appeal in part but not in other respects. The 
demolition order has not been approved and the Inspector granted the 
planning application as she determined that as a fresh application it 
would be approved within planning policy. However, the costs of the 
appeal are to be met by the developer as she found that Braintree 
District Council had grounds to issue the demolition notice. Also the 
Inspector has required some significant alterations and conditions as 
she agreed that ‘both developments have resulted in harm to the living 
conditions of neighbouring occupiers, having regard to their loss of 
privacy and outlook’. 

Such conditions include removing a ground floor window, fitting 
obscured glazing in first floor windows and removing the imported top 
soil to restore to previous ground levels. The Inspector has removed all 
Permitted Development rights so that new owners cannot erect any 
outbuildings or other structures/extensions.

Tree maintenance works
1 The Corniche: removal of a tree preservation order and permission to 
remove and replace a tree which is damaging the access road and adjacent 
property. The PC support the resident’s application.
Rosetta, Bridge Street: pollarding of willow trees. No objections

Land Adjacent to Deer Park View, Braintree Road
We understand that the developer will be appealing against the decision 
of Braintree District Council to refuse their application for 57 dwellings. We 
do not yet have any details but expect these shortly. We will be responding 
to confirm our objections to this application.

Pavilion Update
Insulation is now in place in the pavilion and the Working Party are 
currently seeking estimates for electrical and plumbing fit out. 
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Little Bardfield Parish Council Report
Parish Council meeting on 8 February
Councillors discussed the new system for pre-booking any visit to Recycling 
sites, being introduced on a trial basis from 13 March. The parish council 
has written to the County Council asking them to abandon the idea. 
Councillors feel that pre-booking will discourage recycling and lead to 
increased fly-tipping locally, as well as being impractical for many people. 

This view is supported by District Councillor George Smith and County 
Councillor Martin Foley who both attended the parish council meeting. 
Their reports can be seen on the Little Bardfield village website www.
littlebardfieldparish.org.uk. 
Local elections in May this year
On 4 May there will be elections for parish councillors as well as for the 
district council. Little Bardfield Parish covers a large area including Oxen 
End, Hawkspur Green and Little Bardfield. There are five councillors on the 
parish council, all volunteers, supported by a clerk (administrator). If you 
are at least 18 years old, live or work in the local area and 
• would like to be directly involved in decisions that are made by the 

parish council
• feel you could express local views in relation to local services
• have ideas for projects, large or small
• could help support the parish council’s work
• would welcome an opportunity to influence lasting change in your 

area, we are keen to hear from you.
Please contact the clerk on littlebardfieldparishclerk@gmail.com or 

01371 404321 for more details without any obligation! Or email one of 
the current councillors. Their contact details can be found on the Notice 
Boards and the Little Bardfield website.

Next parish council meeting and a chance to get together 
Following the elections in May the new council will have its first 

meeting on Wednesday 10 May, combined with the annual assembly of 
residents of the parish. This will start at 7pm, at the Cricket Pavilion at Little 
Bardfield Cricket Club. Full details will be on www.littlebardfieldparish.
org.uk by early May. If you would like to bring anything to the council’s 
attention, either at the meeting on 10 May or beforehand, please contact 
the clerk on 01371 404321 or littlebardfieldparishclerk@gmail.com, or any 
parish councillor. 

Causeway Path
You may have noticed that work has now taken place along Causeway 
Path. It is quite surprising how much wider the path is now and we hope 
this makes using that path easier for all including those with mobility 
scooters and pushchairs. 

Finchingfield Bridge Closure and repair
The Parish Council agreed to support the construction of a temporary 
bridge whilst works to Finchingfield Bridge take place. The closure of the 
existing bridge will be for several months and we have stressed that a 
temporary crossing is essential for local residents and businesses in both 
Finchingfield and Great Bardfield, and is also required to protect our local 
lanes from increased traffic. The Historic Buildings Officer has raised some 
concerns and we support the recommendations made to protect and 
reinstate the green and adjacent listed properties both during and after 
the work.

Long-Term Parking
A number of residents have raised concerns about a number of cars 
parked at various locations in the village that are not moved for weeks at 
a time. As these vehicles have valid tax and MOTs they are parking legally 
and the police and parking enforcement cannot have them removed. The 
Parish Council are investigating whether there is anything more that can 
be done to reduce this additional pressure on parking in the village. 

Annual Parish Meeting
Advance notice that our Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 
Wednesday 17th May in the Town Hall. The Parish Council will present their 
annual report for 2022/23 and reports will be given by other village groups 
and societies. The meeting is open to all residents of Great Bardfield.

Next Parish Council Meeting
Our next full meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th March 2023 at 7.00pm, 
in the Committee Room at the Town Hall.

Members of the Public are welcome to attend and to raise any issues at 
the Public Forum which is held at the beginning of the meeting.
Carolynne Ruffle
Chairperson
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Valerie Clift (1930 – 2022)

Valerie, wife of Fr Norman Clift who was Vicar of Great and Little 
Bardfield from 1974- 1991, died on Christmas Day after a debilitating 
stroke. Valerie will be remembered fondly as a caring, organised and 

dedicated infant teacher at 
our village school during 
the 1970s and 1980s. Valerie 
was also an active member 
of the Bardfield community, 
particularly in the church 
where she ran the Sunday 
school, helped with church 
fetes and bazaars, ran coffee 
mornings and generally 
provided huge support to 
Norman. After a very happy 
time in Great Bardfield 
surrounded by wonderful 
people, Valerie and Norman 
retired to Great Chesterford. 
Here Valerie continued to 
be active in village life and 
the church, even after the 
death of Norman in 2002. 
She also pursued her many 
hobbies such as gardening, 
playing games and taking 
day trips and holidays with 
her family. She is succeeded 
by her two daughters, Helen 
and Ros and their families.

A lovely and traditional 
funeral service was 
conducted in St Mary’s church by Fr Alex Shannon on Monday 9 January 
and attended by a large congregation. Valerie’s daughters would like to 
thank all those who came to the service and for all the lovely messages 
that they have received. Thank you also for the donations to Diabetes UK.
Helen Morten
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Town Hall Happenings

As I sit writing this it’s 
16 Degrees C outside 
so perhaps Spring is 

on the way.
We are just about to 

start maintenance on the 
Community Information 
building which involves 
replacing rotten timber and 
replastering internally. This is 
the final stage of our current 
maintenance programme.

February was a quiet 
month at the Town Hall but 
we have a Quiz Night on 11th 
March, a few tables are still 
available. The Horticultural 
Society have their Spring 
Show on 25th March and 
Bardfield Players have their 
spring production on 30th, 
31st March and 1st April. We 
had a committee meeting 
last night while the Players 
were rehearsing: I don’t 
know about the play but it 
sounds lively! 

As always don’t forget the 
Town Hall is available to hire 
at most reasonable rates.

Enquiries and bookings 
bardfieldtownbookings@
gmail.com

John Maidman
Chair Great Bardfield 
Town Hall
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From the Vicarage…

The last few weeks have seen the emergence of the first plans around the 
celebration of the coronation of King Charles. There will be much more 
to say about the coronation in the months to come, but as the Church 

year brings us this month into the season of Lent, there is an interesting 
connection to be made with these much anticipated celebrations.

A few years ago, there was an exhibition at Lambeth Palace Library 
celebrating the 350th anniversary of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer, and 
its connections with successive monarchs. One of the exhibits was Queen 
Elizabeth’s personal copy of the 1953 coronation service, annotated by the 
then Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher. At the point of the crowning 
itself, the note in the margin reminded the Queen of the fact that Christ too 
wore a crown, but one made of thorns, rather than gold and jewels.

It is an opportunity for us to be reminded of how important it is for us 
to pray for our new King, and for all who hold offices of authority or status. 
So often, the grandeur and privilege of those roles are outweighed by their 
burdens, and one of the central messages of Jesus’ teaching is that true 
leadership is always sacrificial in its nature. The outward gleam can often 
mask a painful reality. 

At a moment in our times when challenges seem to be multiplying, it is 
easy for us to reach for judgement as our first reaction to events around us. 
Whilst it is right to speak out against injustices which need to be addressed, 
we should remember that the privilege of speaking out is accompanied by a 
responsibility for being part of the needed change. This is unlikely to give us a 
comfortable path to follow, but it is the path which offers up our comfort and 
convenience for the love of others. The greatest leaders are those who provide 
an example of this; may we live in such a way as to deserve such leadership.
Rev’d/Fr Alex

Services for March 2023  
Friday 3 March

10.30am World Day of Prayer service – Quaker Meeting House, 
Great Bardfield

2pm World Day of Prayer service – Cornish Hall End
Sunday 5 March – Second Sunday of Lent

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Finchingfield
9.30am Parish Communion – Shalford

10.30am Sunday Café – Cornish Hall End
10.30am Family Communion Service – Great Bardfield

11am Prayer & Pilgrimage – Wethersfield
(an informal service of reflection and discussion)

3pm Children’s Church – Wethersfield
Sunday 12 March – Third Sunday of Lent

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Shalford
9.30am Sung Communion Service – Little Bardfield

10.30am Morning Service with Communion – Finchingfield
11am Family Service – Wethersfield

4pm Sung Evensong – Shalford
Sunday 19 March – Mothering Sunday

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Wethersfield
9.30am Mothering Sunday Service – Shalford

10.30am Family Communion Service for Mothering Sunday – Great Bardfield
10.30am Family Service for Mothering Sunday – Finchingfield 

4pm Healing Service – Cornish Hall End
Saturday 25 March – The Feast of the Annunciation

10am Sung Communion Service – Great Bardfield
Sunday 26 March – Fifth Sunday of Lent

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Great Bardfield
9.30am Morning Service – Shalford

10.30am Morning Prayer – Finchingfield
11am Family Communion Service – Wethersfield

Regular Services and Events during the week
Monday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Finchingfield
Tuesday 9am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield

Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Wethersfield
10am Prayer Group (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks)

Coffee Morning (2nd & 4th weeks) – Shalford
Coffee Morning (3rd week) – Cornish Hall End

10.30am Eucharist – Little Bardfield
Friday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Shalford

Saturday 10.30am (3rd weeks) Coffee Morning – Wethersfield

Come with your questions about faith… 
… to The Finchingfield Lion at 8pm on Sundays, or The George, 

Shalford at 7pm on Mondays, all welcome to join our informal 
discussions about questions of faith.



Bardfield Times March 2023 Bardfield Times March 2023

18 19

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 Braintree Road, Great Bardfield

E mail celestineiheme2016@gmail.com
 

Sunday Mass - 9.30 am
Weekday Services 

Tuesday to Friday 9.30 am
Rosary and Holy Hour – following Friday Mass

All welcome 

The Tuesday Club

Our February meeting fell on the 14th of the month, so what 
else could we do but have a Valentine-themed afternoon? 
Our speaker, Eve Regelous, gave an entertaining talk with the 

title “Love is in the Air”. She took us through the history of the day, 
with some humorous anecdotes, and a list of the least romantic gifts 
ever received. My favourites were a toilet seat (true) and a hammer 
(he thought it would be useful!) Most will agree though that the 
worst thing to do is to agree a no-present rule and then to ‘surprise’ 
your Valentine on the day.

After the talk we had a Valentine-themed raffle (prosecco and 
chocolate were involved) followed by cakes and biscuits (all appropriately 
decorated). A quiz tested our knowledge of all things romantic.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 14th March, and our speakers 
are Graham and Mary Brace, who are wildlife photographers and 
conservationists, and they will be talking about “The Wildlife of Brazil”. 
It promises to be an interesting afternoon, so why not come along?

Hope to see you there.
Cherry Whitby

For more details please contact the Club Secretary,  
Marilyn Edwards on 01371.810555

      Tickets available from:          
www.ticketsource.co.uk / 

bardfield-players 
 

Further details from:               
 07980 960082 
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small pan or microwave and stir in the golden syrup.
• Add the bicarbonate of soda to 2 tablespoons of boiling water, then 

stir into golden syrup and butter mixture
• Make a well in the middle of the dry ingredients and pour in the butter 

and golden syrup mixture.
• Stir gently to incorporate the dry ingredients.
• Put 20 dessertspoonfuls of the mixture on to buttered baking sheets, 

about 2.5 cm (1”) apart to allow room for spreading.
• Bake in batches for 8 – 10 minutes until golden.
• Transfer to wire rack to cool.

On Saturday April 22nd we will be holding our Spring Tea  
at 2.30pm in the Town Hall

For those of you who attended our Jubilee tea last year you  
will know what a treat that this is. There will be lovely homemade 

sandwiches and cakes with quiz as entertainment
Tickets available soon—look out for posters  

in the village and next BT

For any information about the Society please contact  
Linda Prior 811641

Horticultural Society

Always a highlight of our year are our Spring and Summer Shows. 
Our schedules for 2023 are now available on line on Great Bardfield 
Parish Council Website or from many outlets in the village.

All members and previous exhibitors should have received a copy. Please 
contact us if you would like one and haven’t been able to get or see a copy.

Our Spring Show will be held on Saturday, March 25th in the Town Hall.
Entries should be registered before 10.15am and be staged by 10.30am 
as judging starts at 11am. The show will be open at 2.30pm until 4.30pm

We have so many classes for all different skills – flowers, vegetables, 
cookery, handicraft, flower arranging and photography to name but a few.
You do not have to be a member to enter - we welcome everyone. Please 
encourage your children to get involved. We cater from ages under 5 to16 
so there is something for everybody.

Bardfield School is always very supportive and we receive many entries 
from them which we really appreciate. Trophies and shields are up for 
grabs and if you win one it is engraved with your name and you may keep 
it for a year. Looks great displayed on a shelf or mantelpiece.

Please come along and visit in the afternoon too and take a look at the 
different skills we have in our local area. It is a wonderful village tradition 
and we need your entries to continue to thrive. We will have tea and 
homemade cakes available at the Bell-thanks to Sharon-cakes made by 
our members. Raffle, tombola, and plant stall.

Any help or questions please contact Linda Prior 07969 184845 or 811641
Here is one of the recipes to try in advance for “men only” class

Anzac biscuits (class 36) 
These delicious biscuits were made to send to the ANZACs (Australian 

and New Zealand Army Corps) serving in Gallipoli.
85 gm (3 oz) porridge oats
85 gm (3 oz) desiccated coconut
100 gm (3½ oz) plain flour
100 gm (3½ oz) caster sugar
100 gm (3½ oz) butter, melted
1 tbsp golden syrup
1 tbsp bicarbonate of soda

• Heat the oven to 180°C (Fan160°C), 350°F, Gas mark 4.
• Put the oats, coconut, flour, and sugar into a bowl. Melt the butter in a 

MOBILE LIBRARY BUS 
MOBILE LIBRARY BUS VISITS GREAT BARDFIELD  

ON THE FOLLOWING DATES

9TH MARCH
30TH MARCH
20TH APRIL

 
If there is no room at the Town Hall to park  

the bus will be located further along Dunmow Road
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THE GREAT BARDFIELD ART SHOW 
We’re pleased to announce that The Great Bardfield Art Show in  

aid of the Town Hall will be back again in 2023. 

The show will be held over the Late May Bank Holiday on Sunday 
28th and Monday 29th May 2023. 

Great Bardfield has a rich art heritage and we wish to continue 
celebrating this by providing the current artists of Great Bardfield 
and beyond with a setting for displaying their work. There will be 

refreshments available in the Town Hall. 

If you are interested in showing any of your work please contact us 
for an entry form or collect a paper copy from Between the Lines 

bookshop in Great Bardfield. 

Peter Keynton and Katrina Ralston 
Art Show Organisers 

bardfield.art.show@gmail.com 
 

 

Arise Sir Grayson!

It was exciting to hear that Grayson Perry 
has been awarded a Knighthood in the 
New Year’s Honours List for his services 

to the Arts. Since he won the Turner Prize 
in 2003, people have become much more 
aware of Grayson’s work, not only as an artist 
whose works are challenging, sometimes 
shocking, but as a talented writer and 
broadcaster whose programme Grayson’s Art 
Club did much to boost morale during the 
Covid Lockdowns. In 2013 he delivered the 
Reith Lectures and was made a CBE in 2014. 

Grayson has his roots in Essex. He grew up 
in Great Baddow and came to live in Beslyn’s 
Lane when he was 14. His father had bought 
the village newspaper business from Ernie 
Hockley and ran it from the house he was 
building, later called Clip Clops. As there was 
no newsagent’s shop everyone had their 
papers delivered. Grayson’s father allocated 
him a daily paper round that covered the 
whole village. He described how it worked: ‘On Friday and Saturday morning 
I trudged round the village collecting the paper money, so I learned where 
everyone lived, how many children they had and what they read – which 
was telling in itself. Most villagers had a tabloid or the Daily Telegraph – it 
was a resolutely Conservative area with a few Guardian readers sprinkled 
in. Within a few months I could say ‘Hello’ to everyone in the village and at 
Christmas I received a lot of tips, the equivalent of a week’s wages.’ He was 
paid £8 for a twenty-four hour week – not much even then. He says he did 
it out of fear of his stepfather. I wonder how many people who lived here 
during the 1970s realise that Grayson was their paper boy?

On Saturday mornings he used to take a coffee break in our kitchen at 3 
Fountain Terrace when the whole family would sit round the table for a chat, 
often about politics, art and education. He showed us examples of his artwork 
and at Christmas gave us prints as Christmas cards, and a lasting friendship 
was born. Grayson’s time in Great Bardfield was extremely unhappy. He has 
talked about his childhood and adolescence in his 2007 biography Grayson 

Perry, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Girl. In 1979 following a year on the 
Arts Foundation course at Braintree College he was accepted to study art at 
Portsmouth. He had no financial support from his family but was awarded 
a full grant. Although he never returned home Essex pulls him back. His 
connection with it runs like a gritty seam through his work. Grayson’s Essex is 
not the rural idyll of Bawden and Ravilious. He depicts village streets crammed 
with cars and motorbikes, populated by extraordinary, ordinary people. His 
tribute to the Essex landscape, a remarkable fantasy house honouring an 
imagined Essex woman, overlooks the River Stour, silhouetted against the 
big skies of the north Essex coast at Wrabness.

Grayson sometimes returns to Great Bardfield, usually on one of his 
beloved motor bikes.

Janet Dyson
This article is an edited version of a chapter in Artists of Great Bardfield: Great 

Bardfield Shows Beautiful Things, 2017, Between the Lines Press.Grayson Perry, 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Girl is by Wendy Jones (2006) Chatto & Windus.

"It appears the news is out and 
I'm not quite ready!" (Grayson 
on Instagram)
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GREENFINGERS

Now readers here is something new that is not a plant. All gardeners 
use compost but before the manufactured bags of it they sieved 
compost and collected the fine soil heaped up by burying moles, 

and many still do this.
Bags x 3 of different material are on the shelf in the shed:
1. ALPACAS, produce poo of high nutrient value (so their owners tell me) 

acquired from ‘Alpaca Walks’ at Easton Manor. Expensive for a small 
bag but fine and rich in nutrients so to be used sparingly. 

2. Wool from said animals to be used as a slug deterrent around 
vulnerable plants, Hostas spring to mind but also as insulation around 
special tender plants. Wondering if our Vineyard offers it for sale.

3. COFFEE, not the beans but the used grounds, waste and it is free. 
Many of us tip the contents of cafetières on the garden but dried 
and bagged from Starbucks and National Trust cafes, it is clean to 
handle and free. Yes said to be another material that slugs avoid 
but Greenfingers is going to mix some in compost for sowing 
and potting purposes. Why? Peat-free compost is heavy and little 
seedlings don’t seem to like it in that they keel over, called damping 
off. By adding the waste coffee grounds it will lighten the texture, it 
is an experiment which I hope works.

And now for proper gardening
• Sow some hardy annuals in a seed tray, books instruct this for 

March and do not say put them in a warm place. Try cosmos, dill, 
poppies, Ami, Orlaya printed on the packets ‘hardy’ Not too late for 
sweet peas.

• Time to cut down to the base half of those colourful winter stems on 
a Cornus and Salix {willow} Encourages fresh growth for good colour 
at the end of this year.

• A bit of titivating, a row of small pots filled with small bulbs or primros-
es lifts the spirits, then back to maintenance,

• Roses, finish pruning and now give a spray, yes you shout ‘chemicals’ 
but a dose deters black spot. Me? a weak solution of Jeyes Fluid on 
the soil around the roses and then a thick heap of rotted manure or 
home compost with a sprinkle of the expensive alpaca poo! High 
ex-pectations of healthy foliage and great flowers. All good for one’s 
health and that of your plants, gardening is so rewarding!
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Nature Notes

Have you ever stopped to think about Hibernation? It’s something I have 
often marvelled over but never bothered to study in any depth. How 
can a living creature just go to sleep for a lengthy period and survive 

without food or water? There are several states of hibernation, the true mammal 
hibernators which we find in the UK are all insect feeders and their food source 
disappears during the colder mouths so they have very little option but to feed 
to excess in times of plenty, put on extra body fat then go to sleep through 
the lean times and live on the fat. The classic examples are all the varieties of 
bats. They can be found hanging upside down in dark sheltered places from 
September to April. Churches are well known roosts for bats along with old 
cottages, farm buildings and caves. They could even spend months in a fridge. 
We can vouch for them in St Andrew’s Church, Shalford, the pews have to be 
swept regularly due to the droppings. During hibernation bats reduce their 
breathing rate to five breaths per minute. A hedgehog reduces its heart rate 
beat from 190 to 20, a dormouse’s blood reduces to 1 degree above freezing, but 
even more remarkable are frogs, toads and some of the reptiles. Frogs hibernate 
at the bottom of ponds or sometimes, like toads, under a rock. They sometimes 
get frozen in a block of ice and thaw out - no problem. Toads hibernating in your 
garden can appear dead to the world but if disturbed will look at you with one 
eye, then close it and be fast asleep again.

Bears are rather unique. They live through the winter individually in their 
den living on body fat reserves. Brown bears even give birth in mid-winter 
without food or water and female polar bears go into hibernation with twin 
cubs and breast feed them right through the winter. But I can tell you from 
first-hand experience some of those poor old females are in very poor shape 
when they emerge and are extremely dangerous and ruthless in their hunt 
for food. Getting back to more gentle creatures. Ladybirds creep into cracks in 
our window and cracks in tree bark where they huddle in hordes. Other flying 
insects retreat to sheltered places to see out the winter. They replace their blood 
with antifreeze of glycol. These include some of our most brilliant butterflies: the 
Peacock, Small Brimstone, and Painted Lady. Yet another group of hibernators 
including red squirrels, some mice and even bumble bees build up a store of 
food then slow down their metabolism and go to sleep, waking up from time to 
time for a feed just to keep themselves going. This seems to me as my favoured 
option as I get older and during the recent cold spell you could say I was almost 
there - wrapped up, keeping warm, and only moving to feed my face!
Mac Beanland
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Trade Tokens

The state system of small coins had collapsed during the period of 
the Civil War. Between 1648 and 1673 there was a national shortage 
of the small denomination coins that were used by most ordinary 

people to make daily purchases – the wealthy used credit. In some places 
local traders issued tokens to be used in place of small coinage – usually 
farthings, halfpennies and pennies. These often had a pictorial design 
showing the trade they were associated with, the name of the trader 
and a date. Businesses accepted tokens issued by people they knew and 
trusted. This halfpenny token which is in the British Museum collection 
has a beautiful design of a deer and the name Frances May, dated 1669. 

Possibly this was issued by the owner of the White Hart Inn in Brook 
Street but more research is needed to verify this. The use of these tokens 
ended in 1672 when King Charles II introduced the new royal copper coins.

Some residents may remember the late Eileen Judson who lived 
in Little Bardfield. A keen local historian, Eileen built up a significant 
collection of trade tokens and wrote an important booklet on their history. 
Her collection was sold at Noonans auctions in Mayfair after her death. 
It’s quite common to find these tokens today – ask any metal detectorist! 
They are interesting, very collectable, and there are many sold on ebay. 
Janet Dyson

Great Bardfield trade token (photo: British Museum)

20s Plenty – Reduce Speed Campaign

The Parish Council have written to ECC requesting support for this 
scheme along with 100 other parishes in Essex. The aim is for area 
that would benefit the most to be included – in Great Bardfield’s case 

it would be the village centre and around the school.

Parish Councils can’t make people choose smaller cars, but we can 
reduce the speed limit in order to reduce the risk to pedestrians in our 
communities. The degree of harm caused by an impact of a car on a 
human is directly proportional to the kinetic energy in the car, which is 
a function of mass and speed: K = ½ mv2 , where K is kinetic energy, m 
is mass and v is speed. This shows that harm is directly proportional to 
mass, but proportional to the square of speed. Higher speed becomes 
the biggest danger, and also the easiest way to reduce risk. Reduction of 
speed by 30% has the same effect as reduction of mass by 50%. Stopping 
distance at 20mph is about half compared to 30mph. Where visibility is 
limited, such as after a corner, the risk is higher. This entrance is only visible 
about 10-15m away so speed must be lower to avoid hitting an emerging 
child. The risk that a pedestrian is fatally injured in a crash if they are hit 
at 30mph is about 7x greater than at 20mph (ref www.20splenty.org/). 
Lower speed also reduces the FEAR of a road accident, thus making the 
streets more attractive for people to walk and cycle, especially to go to a 
playground or school. Reduced speed limits also support all other efforts 
to reduce CO2 emissions from road traffic and to try to leave a human-safe 
climate for future generations.
Parish Clerk
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Advertising Section

WHIST, SOLO, BRIDGE, CANASTA  
Play and/or Learn Michael Reid 811856

SINGING LESSONS  
Adults, Youths, Vocal work: overcoming strain.  
sherikershaw.com or sherikershaw@gmail.com

ESSEX TREE STUMP GRINDING  
For all your tree stump removal needs, however large or small.  
https://essextreestumpgrinding.co.uk or (07971) 648879
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B u i l d i n g  f u n  m e m o r i e s  a n d  
l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s  f o r  l i f e  w i t h  S c o t t  F o r b e s !

F u n  a n d  C a r e  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  
o f  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  S c o t t  F o r b e s

For more information go to our website:  
https://www.scottforbesfitness.co.uk or call: 07812 020417

Forbesy Litt le  K ick ing Cubs

M y  s o n  h a d  T H E  b e s t  t i m e  o n  S a t u r d a y - s o 

m u c h  f u n !  G r e a t  i d e a  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s .”

Forbesy K ids’ Bir thday Par t ies

" M y  s o n  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  b i r t h d a y.  Fr o m 

s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  i t  wa s  f a n t a s t i c .”

Forbesy K ids’ Camps
“ M y  k i d s  h a v e  n o t  s t o p p e d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a n t a s t i c t i m e  t h e y  h a d  –T h e y  m i s s  i t  a l r e a d y !  T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h 

f o r  t a k i n g  s u c h  g o o d  ca r e  o f  t h e m .”

GREAT 
BARDFIELD 
TOWN HALL

Enquiries and bookings bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com 

Now open for bookings
Covid-safe environment

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.

Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen  
and catering equipment, sound system with  

hearing loop, free wifi, stage and meeting rooms.
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BARDFIELD  
COUNTRY INTERIORS

The Old Stores, High st, Gt Bardfield CM7 4SP
01371 810110 or 07837 606631

Decorative items for the home 
Hand painted furniture

Stockist for Frenchic Paint

Iron Orchid Design, decorative tranfers,  
stamps and moulds

Little Greene Paint co
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MEETING FOR WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30am
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation  

and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.

Everyone is welcome to join with us.  
Afterwards a chance to chat over tea or coffee.

CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING
Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area.  

For more information contact Sue Collins and Mike Collins 01371 830457

BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial

MEETING for WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation

and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.
Everyone is welcome to join with us.

Afterwards a chance to chat over Tea or Coffee.
CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING.

Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area
Already used by the WEA, Heart    Song group, the Craft

Market, The Horticultural Society and Bardfield Folk Club.

For information about Sunday Meeting
or to hire the Meeting House contact

Sue Collins and Mike Collins 01371 830457

BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial

Creative Workshops 2023
 

Sat, 11 Mar| Wonky Wheel Gallery 
 

French Beaded Daffodil Workshop
Create your very own forever flower.

 
Wed, 05 Apr | Spains Hall Estate

 
A wonderful exclusive personalised Beaver

enclosure watercolour workshop 
 

Sat, 17 Jun | Finchingfield Lavender Farm
 

Ox-Eye Daisy Workshop
French Beaded Ox-Eye Daisy Workshop  

Create your very own forever flower.
 
 
 

W O N K Y  W H E E L  

Gallery is open Wednesday to Saturday
10:00 - 16:00 

 

Next to the Finchingfield bridge 
www.wonky-wheel.co.uk | info@wonky-wheel.co.uk

 

 
 The Green, Finchingfield, CM7 4JS

 

Scan the QR code to book todayScan the QR code to book today  

�������� � ����� �� ���� ������ ��� ���
����������, ��������� ��� ���������

���.��������-��.��.��

�����@��������-��.��.��

07947 364 551������������ ������
1 ���� �����, ������������

���������, �����, ��7 4��

FEETWISE
PENNY JAMES

���� ������ ������������ � �������������
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Hair by Lindsey
07921124967

Lindseynathan@hotmail.com 
Experienced stylist 
Cut and blow dry

Colouring and highlights men’s cuts and children 
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Residential Mortgages
Life Insurance

General Insurance
Business Insurance

Wills & Estate Planning
 

Moving home, re-mortgage, capital raising for home  
improvements, investment property – buy to lets, life &  
general insurance, if you would like any advice or help  

on any aspect of the above please call to speak to  
one of our experienced advisors today.

 

01371 300120
Opening Hours: 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday

 
Gateway House, Freeport Office Village,  

Century Drive, Braintree, Essex CM77 8YG

www.gatewaymortgagesuk.com
info@gatewaymortgagesuk.com
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Countryside 
s e r v i c e s
oi l  boi lers • heating • tanks

• Servicing
• Commissioning

• Breakdowns
• Oil Tanks

James Yearley M: 07734 801066  
E: countryside.services @hotmail c8896

OPENING TIMES
TUESDAY 08:30 - 17:30

WEDNESDAY 08:30 - 18:00

THURSDAY 08:30 - 18:00

FRIDAY 08:30 - 18:00

SATURDAY 08:00 - 16:30

SUNDAY 09:00 - 15:00
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CARPENTRY
&

GENERAL
BUILDING

Specialising in all types of carpentry;
doors, floors, stairs, bespoke

woodwork, decking, repairs and
outdoor structures

CHRIS YARROW

For a no obligation quote please

contact me:

M: 07872 514 779 

E: chrisyarrow1976@gmail.com 
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Mercer & Hughes
 Veterinary Surgery

Great Dunmow 
01371 872836

5-6 Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate 
Great Dunmow CM6 1HD

Saffron Walden 
01799 522082
14 Radwinter Road 

Saffron Walden 
Essex CB11 3JB 

24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

Stansted 
 01279 813780 
80 Cambridge Road 

Stansted Mountfitchet 
Essex CM24 8DA

Braintree 
01376 743893 

175 - 179 Church Lane
Bocking Braintree 

Essex CM7 5SG
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07882 03996007882 039960

ELECTRICIAN

www.b i rdonawi re .ne twww.b i rdonawi re .ne t
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CODE: ROE011
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The Hawthorns Braintree  |  Tortoiseshell Way  |  Essex  |  CM7 1TD

O N E  M O N T H 
R E N T  F R E E

Live safe and well at the Hawthorns, a warm and friendly all-inclusive rental 
retirement community for the over 70s and enjoy your seventh month on us.*

Celebrate the beginning of your free month with a complimentary 
bottle of champagne. We’ll have one on ice for you - cheers!

01376 778212  |  hawthornsretirement.co.uk
Call today to request a free information pack

*Terms and conditions apply



Bardfield Times March 2023 Bardfield Times March 2023

68 69

HIGH STANDARD OF WORK ON
PERIOD AND MODERN HOMES

Painting & Decorating
Woodwork & Plastering

Gutters Repaired or Replaced
Fencing and

Much, Much More

CONTRACTS OR ONE OFF JOBS
PLEASE TELEPHONE 07783 066326
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Essex Library Service  
Room Hire  

 Did you know that our libraries have rooms for hire?
Our versatile rooms are great for any use!  

Whether you’re looking for a quiet, private space to work in, a 
place to hold regular or one-off group meetings, or somewhere 

local to host a seminar or business conference for up to  
40 people, we may have the perfect room for you.

Starting from just £14.90 per hour basic rate,  
why not check out our available rooms and find the one  

for you? See our full list and prices. 

Link: libraries.essex.gov.uk/facilities-and-charges/room-hire/

YOUR  
ADVERTISEMENT COULD BE 

HERE 

Enquires to
advertising@bardfieldtimes.com

Kate Fox 01371 810111
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TOWN HALL DIARY
March 2023
Wednesday 1st  Badminton    7.00pm
Thursday 2nd  Bardfield Players   7.30pm
Friday 3rd  Cinema Club    7.30pm
Tuesday 7th  Young @ Heart Fitness Fun  9.30am
   Stability & Mobility class              10.45am
   Choir     8.00pm
Wednesday 8th  Parish  Council Meeting  7.00pm
   Badminton    7.00pm
Thursday 9th   Bardfield Players     7.30 pm
Saturday 11th   Town Hall Quiz    7.00pm
Sunday 12th  Bardfield Players   2.00pm 
Tuesday 14th    Young @ Heart Fitness Fun  9.30am
   Stability & Mobility Fun               10.45am 
   Tuesday Club    2.00pm
   Choir     8.00pm
Wednesday 15th Badminton    7.00pm
Thursday 16th   Bardfield Players    7.30pm
Friday 17th  Private Function   2.00pm
Saturday 18th   Private Function   7.00pm
Sunday 19th   Bardfield Players   2.00pm
Tuesday 21st    Young @ Heart Fitness Fun  9.30am
   Stability & Mobility class              10.45am
   Choir      8.00pm
Wednesday 22nd Badminton     7.00pm
Thursday 23rd   Bardfield Players    7.30pm
Friday 24th  Prep for Horticultural Show  4.00pm 
Saturday 25th   Horticultural Society Spring Show 2.00pm  
Sunday 26th   Bardfield Players    2.00pm
Monday 27th   Bardfield Players   2.00pm
Tuesday 28th   Young @ Heart Fitness Fun                 9.30am
   Stability & Mobility class              10.45am
   Bardfield PLayers   2.00pm
Wednesday 29th Bardfield Players   2.00pm
Thursday 30th  Bardfield Players   2.00pm
Friday 31st   Bardfield Players   2.00pm

Enquiries and bookings   bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com

Great Bardfield Parish
Clerk to the Parish Council

Councillors

Braintree District Council
Councillors Cllr Peter Tattersley

Cllr Vanessa Santomauro
Police

Little Bardfield Parish
Chairman of the Parish Council

Clerk to the Parish Council

Uttlesford District Council
Councillor

Bardfield After School & Breakfast Club
Bardfield Carpet Bowls Club

Bardfield Charities
Bardfield Players

1st Finchingfield Scout Group

Muddogs Youth Football

Gt Bardfield Primary School
Gt Bardfield Pre-School

Gt Bardfield Historical Society
Horticultural Society

Parish Priest Great & Little Bardfield
Catholic Priest

Town Hall Bookings
Tuesday Club

Great Bardfield Bell Ringers
Refuse Collections

Mobile Library

Museum and Cage

Community Information Point (CIP)
The Samaritans

clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111
Carolynne Ruffle (Chair) 810986 
Paul Kennedy 810540
Darren Hockley 810836  
Simon Walsh 810451
Lynsi Hayward-Smith 07515 398402 
Janet Dyson 07957 483207 
Iain Graham 07831 595555

LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com
Andrew Davies davies@farmline.com
Kate Rixon 01371 404 321
LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com

Cllr George Smith  
Cllrsmith@uttlesford.gov.uk 07896 618944
Pat Moore 07767 413055
Clifford Richardson 810782
Nick Holland 07795 280647 
Ian Ruffle 810986 
Mark Wells 810447 
mark.2millside@btinternet.com
Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007
www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk
admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk 810252
Kathy King 811580
Marilyn Edwards 810555
Linda Prior 811641
Fr. Alex Shannon 01371 810309/07483 878659
Fr Celestine 810428
bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com
adriennepoulson@btinternet.com 811401
Nick & Sarah Holland 810209
Gt. Bardfield Tuesdays from 7am, 
L. Bardfield Thursdays from 7am.
Little Bardfield, Styles, Thurs 10am fortnightly
Gt Bardfield Town Hall, Thurs 11.15am fortnightly
Every Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday from 
Easter to the last Sunday in  
September 2.-5.30pm.
Thurs and Sat 10am -12 noon 01371 811975
01245 357357

Cllr.ptattersley@braintree.gov.uk 07938 930003
Cllr.vsantomauro@braintree.gov.uk 07740 348528
for non-emergency enquiries dial 101
for emergency enquiries dial 999
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